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\>&- x YT Dearely beloved friends , my Brethren and Siffers 
BLT/, inChriſt Feſws ; when the bleſſed God inclined my 
heart to the worke of the Miniffry, my earneft re» 
queftto God was, that he would be pleaſed to 
caſt my lot iga place where I might be ( if he ſaw 
good ) eminently uſefull in the Church and ſer» 
vice of Chrit: 'andin order thereunto, that he 
would be pleaſed to take off my heart from aym-* 
ing at grene things, in the world: that I mighs 
never be carryed away with them, ſo asto neg- 
le& the worke of the Lord, in any meaſure ; and that God would give me 
an enlarged heart and ſufficient abilitys to perfarme ſo great a worke, dili- 
ently and faithfully all my days * but it pleaſed God to hold me in 
uſpence many months after [ began topreach ; ſometimes gathering that 
- God would have.me fic down in one place, ſometimes in another: but 
I could not be fully ſatisfyed where the Lord would have me to abide. 
Whereupon I determined to ftay longer in the Univerſity of Oxford, and 
to wayt for a ſatisfaftory anſwer from God, The ſame week that I'thus 
reſolved, I was deliced to preach the next Lords day, at Chippiy- Norton, 
which accordingly I did ; and it pleaſed:God,to begin: to put a: /eale to my 
Miniſtry chere'as he had done in other places before : and being importus 
ned with much earneftnefle to preagh to you.once more I was willing fo 
todo: Afcerward you earneſtly with the reſt of the Inhabitants, delired 
me to accept of.the place and be your Miniſter, Ac qhat time I had three 
places offered me ; one of them was worth neer twenty times as much as 
this poor VicariGge that now | have; (as many can ecſtify) but 1 found 
my heart, more inclined towards you then towards any of the {aid places 
and through Grace I refuſed all of them for your ſakes; and after I had 
ſpent many days in asking conmſell of God, I was perſwaded, and in ſome 
| F £ A 2 meaſure 


(4) 
meaſure ſatisfyed that the Lord would have me abide with you, at leaft for 
a time. 

And accordingly I found the Lord ſweetly and firongly bearing in my 
Former reſolutions and promiſes to God when I was depending upon him 
for direRting and ſtiengthning Grace upon my heart , and the Lord 
was pleaſed to ſatisfy your dehires by his engaging of my heart ta conti« 
nue with you, and I atJu:e you that ] am willing to ſpend, and to be ſpent 
for you, and ax I never thought any paines roo great nor any difficulty too 
hard that | have not endeavoured to take and break thorow, for the 
weale and happineſſe of your ſoules : fo 1 truſt [ ſhall never knowingly 
negle@ any oportunity, wher in 1 may any way further your wellbeing 
here and your eternall Salvation hereafter. _ 

Now my beleved, the returnes that I doe expe& and defire of you for all 
the ſufferings that | have and am ftill like to undergoe for your ſakes, for 
all my temporal! loffes, for my care and paines, labour and travel for your 
everlaſting happineſſe are, that you will be pleaſed to read, conſider, and 
praQice theſe following dutys. 

I intreat you all for J+ ſas Chriſt his fake, for the love you beare to his 
name, his honozr, for the love you have to your own ſeules : if you love peace 
of Conſcience, and defire communion with the evcr blefſed God : if you would have 
the ſweet [miles of your heavenly Father breaking forth upon you : for the. 
love you ”=m to have to the glorious Goſpell and Appointments ef Chriſt: for 
_ reſpe& you have to the Lords people , whe love you and pray for you, 

ho prayed for you before you could pray for your ſelves, who-have 
een your converfion, rejoyced with you, for the Grace of God in you: as 
Bajnabas for the Saints at Antioch (11. AR.) for the love you beare to me : 
if you defire to lay up to your ſelves « good foundation againſt the time to come, 
to have continuall aff rance of the Love of God towards you,if you would: 
nor be flumbling blocks to finners : if you'valae the pretious blood of your Re- 
deemer, if you defire to be prepared for death, and to be partakers of that 
Crown of Glory which is laid up in Heaven for the heires of Heaven, ſuch as 
by patient continuance in well doing ſeek-for it. Rom. 2. 7. 

(1 do beſeech you in the firftplace, 

T., Try andexamine your ſelves whether God hath thronghly and ſa- 
vingly convinced you of your miſerable and loſt eftate andcondition by nature, 
Joh, 16. 8, which may be known [by theſe parciculars : h 

I. Hath God by his Word and Spirit broken and melted your 
hearts ; hath it been and is if ſo ſtill a ſoule emptying and heart brearhin 
convigion 2 hath the Lord- ſhewn you your own nothingnefle wa, 
Inſufficiency; that - you have nothing in you that js able- in whole, 

or in part to deliver you out of 'your ſad eſtate: that you are pow | 


(5) 
«nd miſerable, and blind, and naked, Rev. 3. 17. within Chrifts Rightedsſreſſe, 
Ifa. 55. 1, 2. 

- , Have your convitions been ſelfe loathing, and {clfe abhorring 
convitions Ezek. 36. 31. Job. 42. 5,6. 

3. Have you been convinced of the evill of finne in generall and of 

your finnes in particular, both of miffion and commiſſion, , how the great, 
the-gracious, and mercifull Ged hath been diſhcer cured by ycu, he who 
waited to be gracious unto you ſo many yeares who invited and intrea- 
ted you to come in and be reconciled to him by Jeſus Chriſt 7 2 Jer, 19. 
Rom. 7. 13- hath it been the burden of your ſoules that you ſhould thus 
requite the Lord, to chooſe rather toſtrve tinne and Sathan then to ſerve 
him ? Jerem- 3. 25, r Tim. 1. 13. 
4+ Areyoubrought to loath, tohate , and abhorre all your finnes : 
your right hand, and right eye ſinnes- your former beloved finnes, that were 
eſpouſed to you ? doe you loath the very garment ſported with the fleſh ? 
Plal. r19. 104,113. Rom-7. 15. 
.. 5+» Have you caſt off & taken your leave of all your former evill ways z your 
fcth pleaſing and profitable finnes as you accounted them : can you ſay 
that your hearts are brought to this ,. that you had rather [uffer much , then 
finne a little : that you had rather die then hugge, entertaine, or commic 
any known finne ? Ezek.136. 25. Judg. 10. 16, Hol. » 4. 8. 1 Job. 3. 9. 

6. Have you been convinced of the Fuſtice of God, how jufily God 
might have damned you forthe leaſt finne that ever you were guilry of 2 
that the great God hath caſt many thouſands into Hell for: farre- leffe fins 
then you have commicted ? that it was ren thouſand to one that you bad: 
not been loft, that God hath been infinitely. patient and forbearing:- to» 
wards you? Rom.2.4. Gen 7.17. We 

7. Have you been convinced of your unworthinefſe, that you deſerve 
for ever to berejeted of God, and never to be received- into: favour with 
him Jerem 32. 10. Phil. 3.9,%,9, 

8. Have you underſtood & ſeriouſly confidered what it will coft you ro be 
Chriſtians indeed ? many (23 I have often told you) when they are gittle 
ſtartled and awakedby the terrors of the Almighty; wake ſore fooliſh, 
deſperate reſolations and attemptsto change their ccur(e of life ; and go 
on ſo to doe fora while; buc when they meetwith ftormes and-tempelits 
they change their minds-and go back with the dogge to their vomic 2Per.2., 
22.Math.13. 21, Luk.-14; 28, to 34, have you coniidered that ic will 
coſt you the loffe of Father and Mother, wife and Children, yea-it may be 

our own lives alſo : that you muſt cake up Chriſts yoake and follow him 
k; 14. 26, 27. and are you reſolved notwithſtanding ro be Chriſtians ? 
can you fay that none of thele things move you ? you care nct- what you 


= - y 


coo neon ns 
IO ICON IIS > 
* fon 


_- - Tl - » 4, 9 
- £ = 


(6) 
ſuffer or undergoe, ſo.that you may winne Chriff and be found in him, Phil. 3, 
$,9. 
gen Hath God followed theſe convitions ? have they been revived a- 
gaine when they have been dying or {leeping ? have they ſpurr'd you on to 
Chriſt and to a more dilligent and earneſt enquiry afrer God and your 
ſely es Phil. 1. 6, Phil. 2, 13. Joh: 16. 9, | 
10, Did linnelye ſo heavy upon your Conſciences and the ſence of 
Divine wrath,as to make you reſtlefſely and unweariedly to make out after 
Jeſus Chriſt for reſt and peace? Math, 11.-28. 29. and when you went a- 
bout to quiet your Conſciences with your prayers, or the good opinion 
of the Saints : or your reformation or reſting upon any other broken 
reeds or ſparkes of your own kindling. Did the bleſſed God fetch you 
off, and continually purſue your Conſciences untill he had brought your 
wills to chooſe and accept of Jeſus Chriſt upon his own termes; and 
that freely wichont looking back wich reluancy of Spirit &c. finding a 
kind of loathnefſe and unwillingneſſe to foregoe your Idols; but you 
could cherefully and heartily caſt chem all away ? can you remember thar 
the Lord hath brought you lo farre, and is Rtill carrying on the worke 
in your hearts: can you find that your hearts were and ſtill are drawn 
to go tothe free grace and mercy of God inand by Tefus Chrift, by his 
blood and righteouſnefſe, and in the fight and ſenſe of your own Loſt , mi- 
ſcrable, and woefull eftate and condition being ſinners, and in the ſenſe of 
your own vitenefſe,finfullneſſe, unworchineſle ; & inſufficiency fay fincerly 
& heartily ; Oh Lord : here is a poor, wretched, finfull Creature come to 
thee for to b: juftifyed and pardoned : Oh Lord 1 doe abhorre my felfe 
and all my own Righteouſneſſe ; | am a poor begger, miſerable, blind, na- 
ked: Oh Lord lam a condemned perſon caſt and loſt and] am like to 
peciſh for ever by thy righteous Law : but Oh I heare that there is another 
Court of la{tice and mercy ereed for poor ſinners to appeale unto, and I 
am invited, nay commanded co make my appeal? there: Lord I come unto 
thy free grace and mercy: nay Lord I come co thy Juſtice in Ghriſts name 
I Joks 1. 9. I believe thac he came into the world to ſave finners 1 Tims I, 
15. and that he hath ſacisfyed thy Feſtice ; that he obeyed thy Law, tha 
thoa arc well pleaſed with him; Lord thou haſt madej thy Sonne to 
be finne for ſome perſons, that they may be made Righteons by him: he bore the ſins 
of many ,yea for all that come unto thee by bim,'with ſpeciall Faith. 'Oh Lord Ijde- 
fire to be made Righteous by his blood & righteouſneſſe,to have Redemp- 
tion through his blood: Oh Lord if it may pleaſe thee to Juſtify me ſor his 
Cake; Oh thou that juſtifies the ungodly, own me and be well'pleaſed with me ; 
& uſe me in thy wocke. 1 (hall account ic my greateſt happineſſe. Oh Lord 
Whatever hath ſeparated between me and thee heretofore I doe utterly 
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and heartily renounce, abhorre, and forſake ; all my beloved ſinnes, all 
my beloved Righteouſneſſe ; that I may have Communion with thee, that 
I may no more diſhunour thee ; Oh Lord I have been a «illing ſ:rvantto 
{inne and the Divell, but unwilling to ſerve thee; but oh Lord now | am 
Willing to caſt of Sathan's ſervice, and to engage in thy ic vice, | preterre 
thy ways and thy Commandements tenthouſand times before my old 
ways. Oh Lord [ have delighted in finne but now in Holincile; to pleate 
my lufts, but now copleaſe my God. Oh Lord lam willing to have an 
Intereſt in Jeſus Chriſt upon any termes, ſend me where thou wilt, do 
witch me as ic (hal! ſeem good unco thee 5; only deny ine not an intereft in 
thy Son, in thy ſp:ciall Love: Oh for Chriſt, tor Ciriſt am 1 come; give 
me Chriſtelſe1 dye ; 1 will hang upon thy invitation , thy command, thy 
promiſe, Joh. 7. 27. 1 John 3. 23. Joh, 6. 37. Oh Lord thou haft invited 
finners to come in, and be reconciled uity thee ; O Lord ihcu haſt in» 
treated and beſeeched finners; 2 Cor, 5.29. to accept of the termes of 
reconciliation, Oh Lord | doe come, | am a linner; 1am one of them 
that is invited ; *cis true I am a great (inner, ol yet | am but a {inner, Oh 
I am willing now to be ſaved inthe fame way that Paul was. Oh Lord 
why not 1 2 why not 1 ? ſceeing that fianers are invited, yea whoever will 
Jethim come. Q Lord thou haſt commanded linners ſuch as ſee themſclves 
loſt;to look upon thy mercy and Grace in Chriſt and be Saved If. 45. 23, 
Oh Lord [ come in Obedience to thy command, 1 am ref{olved to hang 
here : Yea Lord thou haſt promiſed never to caſt off juch as come uno thee ; Oh 
Lord I'll hang upon thy faithfullnefſe and promiſe ; Uh let me find favour 
] am reſolved to take no denyall ; 1 will not be put off without thee Lord 
qc : lam reſolved to be like the importunate Widdow Luk. 18, 1,2,23,4; 
will keep crying and praying ; Oa Lord 'tis for my lite; Oh Lord thou 
haſt been a long time waiting to be gracious unto me, new [I will 
wait for thee to anſwer my pecition , thou haſt been many yeares wooing 
of me to gaine my Love, and conſent to marry thy Sonne : Oh Lord now 
Til woe thee ; Oh now I conſent freely. Now with all my hearc I am rea- 
dy to contraft with him ; here is my foule and body aad all is ready for 
him ; Oh if 1 might bur hear one comfortable word from thee about ir: 
Oh that I might ſee but one ſmile; but one good look, to encourage me 
to continue my fait, Oh Lord the end of my coming to thee 1s, that { may 
be made holy, as well as happy; to be ſaved from ſinn2, as well as from wrath : Oh 
Lord if thou ſhouldeſt-reje&t me, I ſhall diſhonour thee to all ecernity , the 
thoughts whereof is burthenſome to mee: if thou ſhalt pleaſe to accept 
me, and adopt me into that family, and ingraft me into Chriſt , I (1all live ro thy 
honour and glory : Oh Lord when bloody perlecuting Pail ſought for fa- 
vour, for acceptance,,when Mary Magdalene andother great linners , carne 
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to thee for pardon thou didft accept them. O Lord thou art as full of 
Mercy and goodnefle as ever, oh for Chriſts ſaze, for Love and Mercy ſake. 

Oh for the Honour and prayſe of thy great name pardon, love, receive me 
inco thine arms of Love. Hath the Lord dealt thus with you, have you been 
-thus brought to Chriſt; could you never be quiet, and fatisfyed untill you 
kad peaceſpoken to you by Chrift, in anſwer to your conſtant and importu- 
mate ſuits and petitions; oh then be of good comfort Chriſt is thine; the 
ſpirit of God is in thee?; thou hait an intereſt in the ſpecial! Lov: of God, and 
In the Covenant of Grace ; thou mayſt go on tryumphing over ſiane, death, and 
bell who ſhall lay any thing to your charge, Rom. 8. Chriſt is ac the right 
Hand of the Father for you. 

Oh bat beloved your worke is not yet at an end ; you may not think that 
It is enough that you are in Chriſt, and Chriſt in you, that now you may kit 
Kill and be idle; no [you juſt now beginne to worke, you never ſerved 
Chriſt rill he brought you home unto himſelfe z Oh then now up and be 
doing and the Lord willl be with you. 

My beloved the reaſon why 1 have given theſe few trialls, and deſired 
you to try your eftates by them, is, that you may go on in the prattice of your 
duty to God and man, the more freely , quietly and Comfortably: for 
I am very fenlible what advantage the Devill hath upon poor Believers 
In theic Chriſtian walking , when they are always upon every temptation, 
ready.to doubt whether they are in Chrift , when they ſhould go about 
theic maſters bulineſle ; the Divell would faine perſwade them that they 
are not his ſervents, and that they have no relation to him, his end is to 
render their lives sncomfortable and wnfruirfall, but now when poor ſoules are 
ſare chat they have thus been brought co Chriſt, as before, and reaſoning 
thus : well 1 can ſay that [| have been thus drawn to Chriſt. 1 havechoſen 
him upon his own termes, and he hath ſaid he will caft off none that ſo 
come to him ; well | will caſt my ſoule upon his word, il'e truſt him with 
my ſelfe ; and all my concernements, ile care for nothing but how 1 may 
live and honour God, how i may bring forth fruite tobim; | am commanded 
to caſt all my care on him 1 Pet. 5.7. Phil. 4.and to commir my ſelfe [un- 
to him in well doing; . well 1 will goc abouc my Fathers worke and doe 
what he hath commanded me. 

I beſeech you minde this in the whole courſe of your lives ; when you 
are tempted to negle& your worke and fall back to diſtruftfull feares, and 
doubts about your eſtates; oh then ſtand up toutly and be not overcaken 
_ the temprers wiles; and you will findit very advantageous to your 

oules. . ! 

2. Ifupon due [rriall and ſearch you can find that you have been con- 
vineed, emptyed, and humbled, and at laſt brought co Chriſt as you. have 
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heard ; Ohthen be ſure there to reſt and rely, let the free Grace and Mercy 


. of God in and by Chriſt, and the blood and Righteenſneſſe of Chriſt manife= 


fted, and held forth in the Promiſes ; be the foundation you reſt upon: 
reft there for continuall pardon for acceptance for all ſupplys of Grace 
all muft come from thence : here God will finde you and you ſhall find 
God: this is your greateſt duty yea and your greateſt priviledge : a privi- 
ledge farre greater them Adams * Now to move you and prefſe you to this 
great duty. 

1, Conſider that it is an eaſter matter then moſt of the Lords people 
think ir is, to reft and live upon ſome broken Ciſtern Jer. 2.13. after that they 
are in Chriſt, and are Juftifyed : As firſt upon Prayer 3 when they have proy- 
ed with more affeQion then ordinarily they doe : or ſecondly upon 
brokenneſſe and enlargement of beart, or thirdly on former experiences : they are 
of ſingular uſe , but not to be refted upon : not to be ſet up in the roome of 
Chri# : fourthly on grace in them ; on knewledge, faith, or love, or patience, 
fifely or on obedience, your care to pleaſe God,;your reſpet? unto his Commands; 
beloved you are to ble{ſe God that he hath wrought theſe things in you, 
and labour to be eminent in them, but if you reſt and relie upon thoſe or 
the like & expe acceptance becauſe of theſe things & to have your wants 
ſapplyed becauſe ir is ſo with you ; orthat God is therefore engaged to 
you to do you good, herein you greatly erre now that you may ſee that it is 
an eaſy thing thus to doe; take notice 2. Chron. 14. 11. compared 2 Chy, 
216. 1, to the end Gen. 20. 2. Math. 26. 

2, Be ſure that your old ſelfiſh principle will draw you in ſervility to 
reſt upon ſomething of your own,though not altogether as you did betore 
Chrift and you were one, yet in part it will be ſo, 

3. Youwillexceedingly wrong your own foules if you doe not ref 
on God and relie wholly on him in Chriſt, as you have heard. 

4. How unworthy will ic be of your profeſſion to leſus Chrift, for when 
you were burdened with your finnes you fought for eaſe and reliefe to 
other helpes and Savioures, but they could give you none, and being perſwa- 
ded to goe to Chriſt alore, and to caſt all your burdens on him Mz. 21. 
28, 29, when you prowiſed him that if he would receive you , and take of 


' the guilt of ſin from you + you would for ever reſt on him; & wholy.caft 
. your ſelves upon him now you have obtained your hearts defire of him; be 


ſure jt is expeted that you ſhould make good your promiſe,&live out ycur 
profeſſion, which you made to him in time of treuble : Chriſt will take ir 
very ill at your hands if now you ſhould negle& him ; and truft to thoſe 
things*that could nor heIpe you in time of need Fug, 10. 12, 13,14. 

5. You will cauſe the Lord leſus to leave you to your ſelves; yea in 
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your Gods : Fudg. 10+ 14. he will withdraw from you and ſuſpend his 
ftrenchening Grace, his teaching and comforting preſence, if you doe reſt 
upon and truſt in any other. 

6. Conſider that Chriſt alone can ſupply all your wants : yea he will 
if you do caft your ſelves, and all your concernments upon him 2 Cor, 9.8 
2 Tim, 1.19. Jud. 24. Phil, 4. 19. 

7, God hath pronounced ſuch as doe not relie on him, but upon any 
other thing aceurſed, oh *cis very dangerous Jerem. 17. 5. 

$. Many promiſes are made co this duty : God hath engaged himſelf by 
promiſe to you that ſhall reſt alone on him , to pardon{you, co helpe you, 
to proce you: to give you peace Mark. 16, 16. Ia. 41.10. Rom, ,, 1. 

9. Itisofall other duties the greateſt, and ſuch a duty that if itbe 
well performed will as a meanes enable you co pertorme all other duties 
that you owe to God or men : you will hereby be inabled to pray, to fight 
againſt fleſb and blood , yea againſt the Devill himſelfe. You will crigage the 
great God to ftand by you, to ſupply you with all grace at all times. Eph, 
Ge 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17" Math. 21, 22. 


Notes of lzving by faith. 


1. 7 Oa live by faith and reſt on Chrift; when you can acquieſce, ſetisfir, 
and quiet your hearts in him when all creatures and creature ſupports 
and comforts faile you: then you can truſt in him and fayl have intereſt 
in an able and faichfull God, in a full and a!lfuſſicient Chriſt, .and here 1 
can reſt my ſoule, and I am fully fatisfyed, I have enough in having him, 
herelys my happinefſc,he hath made a Covenant that is ſure, and certaine, 
and this is all my ſalvation 2 Sam. 23. 5. but if you deſpond in your fpi- 
rits, complaine, muemur, and are as perſons undone when the ],ord taken 
away Creature ſapports : then certainly you reſted upon theſe things. Aman 
may think that he doth believe and relic o1» God with a- ftrong faith: fo. 
long as he is h:dged about with Creature comforts, but very difficult to know 
whether he can live by faith indeed at {ach a time, 1 Jam.z0-6 Prov.18 10. 
2: If it be more and more familiar and eaſy co you, you can quickly 
and readily go to your refting place.: and not account it a ſtrange thing. 
P{al. 56.3. If4.26. 4+ | 
3. If you are not diſcouraged in the work God ſets you about becauſe 
of the difficalties you meet withall in it; but you . are carried on. with much 
reſolvedneſſe, and beldneſſe of ſpirit to doe your duty : yea though your way 
be hedged up with thornes , yer you will nor decline any one duty it is a 
ſigne that you reſt on Chriff, Gen:22. 10 firſt Verſes. 20. AG. 24. 5 
4+. If you can keep ypur ground, and ftand Redfaft, and keep cloſe to 


(ur) 
God in times of temptations, and raiſing up of that unbeliefe thats in yout 
oo—_ . you can ſay that none of theſe things mave you: 6. Eph. 11. to 28. 7. 

ath, 26, 

5- If when the Lord withdraws and hides his face from you, when your 
graces are dead, your Sandtification clouded ; your light is gone our as to 
your preſent ſence, | ſay if then you can reſt on the name of the Lord : 50. 
Ifa. 10. 43. Pſal. 5- and ftay upon the God of Facoh: then to conclude, 
well, though it be a ſad and cloudy day now , yet I ſhall ſee che Sar-ſbine of 
grace againe. . 

6. if when you ſee your emprineſie, wants, and inſufficiency , you can then 
go freely unto him who hath all fullneſſe of all grace tor ſupply , and 
there wait antill ic pleaſe him to ſatisfy your deſires : and you a-e kept 
from going back co broken Cifternes; chen you live by Faith, 30. Iſa. 18” 
2 Chron. 20. 12. 

7. If you can quietly and cheerful'y commit your ſelves to God ,all 
your cares, troubles,and injoyments; and mind nothing but your duty and pri- 
piledges, how you may receive frum God, and huw you may Jive to him, 
and pleaſe him well in all chings, how you may walk worthy of the Lord , and 
bring forth fruit to his praiſe: and rake no care but a dutiful/ care , whas 
you (ball eat, and wha: you ſhall drink ; but throw your ſelves on God for 
theſe chings, then you Live by Faith. 4+ Phil. 6. 1Pcc. 5 7. 2 Tym 1.12, 


Ow then for your comfort and jncouragement know, that if you 

can tind that you are thus brought home to Chriſt, that there is a real, 
hearty c:ntratt made between Chrift and your ſoule , and that now it is your 
care to reſt and rely on him: then know for your comtorr, 

I- That you have an intereſt in , and a right unto all the promiſes that 
are made in Chrift unto Believers : the Father, Sonne , and Holy ſpirit, are 
all by Covenantengaged to you to doe you good: his wiſdome, his ſtrength, 
his goodnefſe, and farthfullneſſe, nay his Faftice, 1 Fob. 1.9. oh you that are the 
Lords blefſed on:s, rejoyce and be exceeding glad ; you may ; "tis your 
priviledge, 2 Cor. 1.20. Foh- 18. 21,23- 1 Job 1 9. 

2. You have freedom, and liberty to treat wich God about the great 
concernments of y:,ur ſoules or bodys, yea you may draw neer unto him 
with boldtefſe, and confidence and make your requeſts known unt«, him : Oh 
precious priviledge : Heb. 10. 19, 20,31, 22, Rom. 8. 15. Heb. 4. 
15, 16. 

— You have an intereſt in Chrifts love : he can and will receive you, and 
your Sacritices char you ſhall offer upto God in bis name ; he will plead 
our caſe in Heaven, be ſure he will-nevcrnegle& you, if you doe not neg- 


e& bym: he <xprefled his bearty love to his poor friends when he was 
B 2 leaving 


Teaving of the world promiſing them that if they ſhon!d avke any thing in 
his name he would do it, he that loves you can doe what he will for you 
Joh. 14, 13,144 15. Job, 15.7. John 16. 23, 24, 26- Joh. 17, 

4+ God the Father himfſelfe loveth you : Telus Chriſts Father, and your Fa- 
ther loves you ; notwithſtanding your former (innes, and'preſent infirmi- 
tys; heloves you with an everlaſting love, before you loved him , he had 
his heart fixed on you, looking upon you in Chriſt when you were finners: 
though he loved you not with the love of delight and complacency, as 
now he doth, having ftampr his own Image upon you Joh, 16.26, 27. Joh, 
14. 23. 

” Be ſare that your Heavenly Father will never leave you nor forſake 
you ; provided that you endeavour to pleaſe him and continue faichfull 
unto him be will not doe as men, to love for a month or a yeare, and pro» 
vide for their friends for a few days; but as his love will beeternall, ſo 
will his care be alſo ; he will provide for your ſoules and bodys Rom. 8. 
$2. he delights in the Proſperity of his Servants Heb. 13. 5. 2 Chr.15. 2; 

6. You havean intereſt in, and a peculiar right unto all the good things 
that Chrift hath: he hath purchaſed all things that pertaine to life 
and Godlineſſe ; you being Chriſts all theſe benefirs are yours ; 
name what you will that may make for your well being here, and'your 
eternall Salvation and happineſſe hereafter: Oh bleſſed portion. 1Cor. 3. 
21, 22, 23. Eph.n 14, Rom. 8. 32, 


Ne” Beloved the Lord having done all theſe things for you', having 
by his Grace broughit you ſo farre'in the way to Heaven and. 
given you fuch great and {ingular priviledges , and many more then [ 
have named; in the next place [ intreat you to confider what manner of 
perſons onght you to be in all manner of holy Converſation & Godlineſſe: 
Oh itudy now to walke worthy of the Lord, in all well pleaſing, being 
fruitfull in every good worke * Oh conſider what the Lord hath deſerved 
at y-urhands; what he hath redeemed, choſen, and called you for; why 
he hath called you into the felcwſhip of his Son Feſus !Chriſt, and with each 
other, and beſtowed ſuch great mercy upon you and labour to anſwer 
Gods ends, Eph. 4.1. Col.1 10 1. Theff, 2. 12, 

1. Give up your ſelves wholly to God, devote your ſoules and bodys 
and all your injoyment, frength, wiſdome, all the guifrs that ycu have received 
of God unto him, doe it freely and heartily, ſay Oh Lord all that I am, nr 
have is all thine ; here Lord 1 freelygiveit to thee apgaine 1 S2im, 1, 11. 23, 
1 Pet. 4 19. al 

2, Leveyour Heavenly Father and Saviour, as much as you can, oh yon 
hcices of Heaven, the more you love him the fuller your hearts will be of 

a9? | Love 
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Love to him, the more cheerefully you will ſerve him and obey him, the 
more you will fear to offend him or to gricve him: Leve will keep you 
from running out after the Creature : oh tis a heart preſervirg grace. 


. TOw for the increaſing and aQtuating your love to the ever bleſſed 
God Pal. 18. 1, 7. 

+. Conhder and realize much the great Love, the an{peakable love of the 
Lord Feſus toyou, it hath and ir will for ever even aſtoniſh and confcurd 
men.and Angels, 1 jJoh. 3.1. Rom, 5. $, 9, 10. 

2. Conſider and realize the freenefſe of it: he loved thee becauſe it 
pleaſed him, no other reaſon ein be given for it byt becauſe he would: 
he ſaw nothing in you worthy of his Love : he might have hated you, and 
loved others Rom. 9.11, 12,13,14, 15, 16, 17,18 Deut. 7, 6, 7, $, 9. 

3. Conlider how this Love hath been exprefſed : God hath nor expreſſed 
it by giving you con vptible things, by giving ,you' earthly inherirances :- not in 
piving, you a reprobares portion : no nor yet in making you perf: Aly ho» 
Iy withour ſpot : bur in parting with his cwn deare Sen: in giving the dear- 
{y beloved of his Suule unto a curſed death for vou to redeem'you fromthe 
curſe of the Law , from finne, and Sathan; to meke you righteeu[neſſe with the 
righteouſxeſſe of God. '2 Cor. 5. ult. Row 5.8. 1 Joh. 4. 10. 

4. Brlieve and pray much for hearts full of-Love,. goto him andiſay; 
Oh Lord thou that haſt all fullnefſe of love, I pray thee ſupply me, Oh 
Lord I am empty, Oh fill me: Oh Lord thou haft commanded me to 
love thee; Oh 1 defire to obey thee ;. Oh. thou haſt promiſed to give it. 
Deurt. 30.6. Rom: 5. 5. | | | 

5. Conlider that God is infinite in Glory and in;Holinefſe, AI the exrelercy 
beanty and holineſſe that is upon all the Creatures is but a r«fleGion of his 
Holineſſe, and Glory, Oh buw ſhould poor wer mes love hin: Exod. 15. 11. 

6. Cenhider he hath loved you with an unchangeable love, your tins 
Could never hinder it» nor ſhall never be able to breake it ; he will con- 
tinue to Love you though you oftentimes abate in your love to him 11. 55. 
5 Jer, 3! Z* .. 

2, Tok: heed of Hypocriſy in all your undertakings-and walkings, 
your words and deportments towards God and wen : be ſure ro ſerve the 
grear God in hncerity, and in truth, and whatever you profefſe, pron.ife, 
ordoto; or for men; do it withour guile, Coll, 3. 23. 1 Pet. 2. 1. 
Jaw. 3. 17. 

1. Conſider if yon doany thing thangh never ſo Good an afiion ne- 
ver (o worthy of praife from m:n hypecritically, the bl:fed Ged will locle 
his glory, 'tis not a Felievers doing of a good worke that glorifes Goo un- 
lelſe bis whole hearr be ſincerely irgeged unto God in the performence..Avd 


} . 
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fore the Apoſtle injoyns ſervants and all others to do what they doe bear- 
tily as ts the Lord Col. 3. 23. 1 Chron. 28. 9. 2 Chron. 25. 1, 2. | 

2. Be ſure that you will looſe the Comfort . God hath appointed his 
ſervants their imployments, and in their taichfull and dilligent perfor- 
ming cheir duty co him, he hath promiſed to give them Comfort, Foy, and 
Peace, but now when men leave our the jpeciall qualification to which God 
hath promiſed acceptance and his preſence and other benefirs, chey ſhall 
Looſe the bleſſing promiſed. x Cor. 28. 9. 

3. You will loſe your reward hereafter: you ſhall never heare ar the day 
of ſadgement one word for your comfort of any duty that you have per- 
formed, but what hath been done in [yncerity and Truth, 25. Math 24. 

4- Con: if you doe nor ſerve the Lord Chrift in (ſynceriry, and in Truth, 
you will grieve the heart of one of your greateſt friends, che Holy Ghoft, 

Eph. 30. 
v Fi Con, -Yau will cauſe the bleſſed God to depart from you , God 
cannot, he will not hold communion wich ſuch as are bypocriticall in their 
duties: you may not be hypocrices , yer you may have much byporrifie mix+ 
ed with your duties, and ſo much if you be nor watchfull, and very care» 
full, as may cauſe the Lord to withiraw from you. 


3. I Beſeech you endeavour to avoid all occafions of evill, what ever 
may endanger and enſnare your hearts; and cauſe chem co forgee 
the Lord, and to deparc from him : as 

1, The company of tinners; a man can hardly touch pitch , and not be 
defiled rherewith: he muſt be a ftrong Chriſtian indeed , that can affociate 
himſelfe mach with fmaecrs, and not be infnared and ſeduced by chem: 
Pſah 6.8 Pſale26. 4. 

2. Beſure that you give not way to temptations, but reſiſt them : yeeld 
Not to the cempter a mornent : if you doe you will be foyld : David and 
Sampſon, and Fehoſapbat you xnow were overcome by tempcations, becauſe 
they dallied with chem, and did not relift them. | 

3. Take heed char you be not too bold in uſing your Chriſtie: Ltberty: 
itis eaſy to run too farre that way ; th people o' G:d are not often 

rejadiced by anlawfull things, as by lawful: your hears wili be ſoon ta- 
UW with theſe poor vain delighcs , that periſh wich the uſeing. Gal 5.13. 
1 Cor, 6-13. 

4- Then you muſt be very carefull co turne away your eyes from be- 
holding ſuch objc&s as may probably provi k. ana ftirre up your Lufts, 
thoſe chings that your hearcs are ſoon«ft affettcd withall : that are moſt 
apt to draw your minds and affe&ions after them : as the hary and 
£#rbes of this preſent age 3 you will quickly looſe your minds; ob | live 
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medicate, or to examine your heares or praviites , or to apy other duty, 
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ſuch cloathes and ſuch faſhions. Pſel.1 19. 37. Job. 31.1; 

5- Avoid occalion of evill in this; walke not fo much by example ag 
by precept : look-not roo much upon the praftiſes of Rich, Wile, and 
Learned men, it is not ſafe to follow examples, eſpecially of ſuch men, ex- 
cept they be tranſcendently gracious men: follow men ſo facre as their 
praftiſes agree with the precepts of God» Phil.3.17,-1 Cor. 2 141. 


FY | F you deſire to live as Chriſtians, and to walke worthy of the 
Lord, then beware of Idlen:fſe , be alwaies imployed in ſome honett 

bulineſſe; tor Idlen: fe is a very great linne, and it will bring you into many 

inconveniencies. Prov 31,27. Ezrkh 16.49. 1Tim.5 15. 1 Tm 5-10.. 

t. You will thereby-rempt Satan totempr you, the Divell will be 
often viliting of an idl: perſon, and rempring him to many finnes , as he did 
David 2:5an,. Il, 

2. Idleneſſe will indiſpoſe your ſoules and bodies for ſpicituall daties, 
it will bind up your hands and hearts: if you give up your ſelves to idle- 
neſie, yoa will not be able to pray, or heare, or meditate, or examine your hearts: 
you will be- putting off duties from timeto time ; reſolve to day to be 
better and ro morrow : when to morrow comes, ther you will be as un» 
fic as before, and then you will put off God, and quiet your conſciences 
wich new reſolution?, and ſo never bring any thing to paſſe that you delice 
to doe, and God requires of you. 

3. You will thereby incurre- deadneſſe , dulneſſe , and regardleſnefie upon 
your hearts, which'will prove a heavy aftlition'to you: you will be unca+ 
- "y of injoying God in his- Ordinances, or to worſhip God fpirita« 
ally. 
,4 Idlenrſſe will bring continuall gailes upon you 4 to trouble and di- 
fturb your conſciences, you will never be at quiet, buc alwaics perplexed 
and tormented, 

5. Idlenefſ: will expoſe you to many ſinnes, God will permit many 
ftumbling blocks to lye in your way; God oftentimes punitheth one finne 
with another: you will meet with many occaſions to draw ycu tv che 
commitment of other finnes, as D-rvid found by fad experience. 

6. Idlenef: will imbolden your Lufts to break out, ir will give ventto Lufts, 
Idle perſons have one Luft or other continually breaking out in words or 


actions. 


$ | you will walk worthy of the Lord , be carefull not to-give way 
-unto the indi(poſitions of your hearts, take heed of an © indifferent frave of 
heart; when you find an indifferency and loatbneſs upon your hearcs to pray, or 
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when you begin to have a very low efteeme of any duty ; oh friends ſaffer 
ic no: to be in you with quietnefſe: 'bur 

1. Goe toGod immediatly in Chriſt's name; and acquaint him wich 
your condition; ſay oh Lord jr is ſo and "fo wich me, | have low and un- 
dervaluing thought of chy Commandements , and my duty co thee : Oh 
Lord | intreat thee for Jeſus Chcift his ſake , deliver my poor ſoule , that [ 
may ſerve thee with gladneffe. Pſal.55 22 Pſal 119.32. Pſal.4.1, 

2+ Conlider how deare it coſt you heretofore, when you were through 
your careleſneſſe, and negletifulneſſe under ſuch a frame of heart * what expence 
of labour, paines, and care you wereat in praying, weeping, . waiting, 
hearing, and che like, before you were delivered. | 

3. If ic be objefted ro you , that you cannot Pray or uſe any meanes to 
remove ic from you at ſuch 4 tim?, conſider that you ought to doe what you 
can, though you cannot doe what yuu would, as you would : If you can 
bat creep to God, and only acquaint him wich your preſent burthens : jc is 
not your unfitneffe, if you doe what you can in Chriſt's name, that can al- 
together hiader your prayers from being accepted, Rom. 8. 26, 27 - P(al. 

IO3.,1 33 : + # 

* Be ſare that ic will be worſe with you before it will be better , if 
you yeeld to them, The quieter you are, and the lefſe you doe to remove 
ſuch frames of heact, the more theſe indiſpolitions will grow, and increaſe 
in you :if you cannot uſe means now te remove them , you will be lefle a- 
ble hereafter. 

5. Confider that (o long as you areunder ſuch a frame of heart , you can- 
not be fit for any (pirituall duty, you cannotdo any good work well. 

6, Ute (fuch quickenings conſtderations, and Arguments , as may probably 
be a. ſpeciall meanes co help you out ; tofree you from theſe indiſpolt- 
, dions, 

t. As ficſt, thatthe bleſſed God can remove them wich a word if he 
pleaſe; and char he is willing and able. Rom, 4 20,21. 

2, Thac Jeſus Chrift came into the world to give life , and co give it 
more abundantly; he came to give quiczening grace to believers through 
the whole coucle of their lives , as ac the ficſk to deliver them our of a Rate 
of death, and co briag chem into a ſtate of life. Toh. 10, 10. Jer.13.3- 

3. ThacGad hach promiſed co quicken dead (oules; to remove all your 
cloggi and ferrers, that hinder you from a comfortable walking wich him. 
Pſal. 119, 25, Kom-$8.11. 

4+ That the Lord hath delivered you when you ſought unto him z nay 
when you Were wholly dead inſianes, yea before ever you delired him to 
dae it for you : and ſarely he will not now refuſe ro heare and help you 


Wh cayou call upon higa, F/0b;319. 50; 93 2 Epb- 5. 
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5- That it is the Office and work of the Holy Ghof, to quicken Believers 
hearts: that heis imployed by the Father, and the Sonne, in ſuch beart quick: 
ning work : Toh. 6. 63, 

6. Thatic is the will of your heavenly Father that you ſhould ſerve 
him with lively chearfull hearts, that he cannot endure to have his children 
lye under @ dead indifferent frame of heart. 2 Cor.g.7. 

7. Conſider *chat God is ſtill your Father, and Jeſas Chriſt is Rill inter- 
ceding in heaven for you, eyen then, when you are ſo boand up in your hearts, 
as that you cannot bring up your eff: &iems to follew your judgements : you 
have ſtill an intereſt in your Fathers love, and in the covenant of Grace, 
and in Chrifts prayers, Rom. $8.34. TJob.1 4.14. Heb.1.25. 


6. T: you defire to walk with God : then labour much to be warchfull 

Chriſtians, keep a ſtrit eye upon your hearts; no Chriſtian like un. 
to a watebfall Chriſtian : none ſo holy, ſo humble, ſo ſtrong, ſo wiſe, and 
faichfull : watchfullneſſe is a preſerving duty , and therefore the Holy Ghoſt 
is often preſling it upon the Lords people: Math. 24.42. Math. 26,41. Mark. 
13.33. to the end. 1 Cor. 16-13. Co. 4.4. 1 Theſ-5 6. 1 Pit.4 7+ 
'--4. Labour to (pie out the very firft twning oway of our bearts from Ged, 
and then you may prevent your hearts from going any farther ; when you 
are upon your watch, you will find quickly which way your hearts are 
enclining, and where they intend, and for what: if youdo ſo conftantly 
and faichfully, you will be able co keep your ground , and ſtill be Lords 
over your own: hearts under God, X 

2. Watch that you may ſee and quickly find out what fecrer flatterier, 
and fleſh pleaſing infinuations the Divell at anytime ſhall ſuggeſt unro 
you; Satan willdraw you off from God if pollible, not by violent temp- 
fations, but by ſome ſweet ſuggeſtions ; pretending that you may do ſuck 
and ſuch things : for they are lawfull, and others have done ſuch things, 
that have been holy wiſe men : others have ſpent much time jn ſesfting, anc 
merry meetings: in jeſtings, and merry diſcourſes : in ſ{ceping and idlenefſe : anc. 
why not you alſo : why theſe things are not altogether unlawfull, and ma- 
ny other ſuch wayes he hath to ſeduce you, 

3, Beſure to keep a ſtrid watch when you are in vaine, evill company : for 
then you will be in great danger of bring betrayed; your bearts will ſoon 
be drawn to cloſe with them; ac leaft rv a conniving at them, or to ſpeak 
fomething that may manifeſt coo much of your conſenting to them: and 
make them the more bold in their praiſes, and betray your own hearts, 
Pſal. 39. 1,2. © | 

4+ Obſerve your hearts when providence calls you to change, cithec your 

| CG places 
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Mlores or buſineſſes, or both: for then yqu will be In great danger of looſing 
Yaur hearts, and your God tov: many gracious hearts have found it true 
ad experience ; that have kept cloſe to God for the'moſt part, after they 
have been converted, ſo long as they have lived in the ſame places, and 
followed the fame imployments ; but in and after ſome conliderable 
changes, they have miſerably fallep, and departed from God. 2 Sam. 
11 SS, 


5. When you meet with any great diſappvintments, and croſſe providences; or 
God at any time gives you your hearts deſires; then be ſureco have a ſtrig 
e over your hearts: for if you are not exceeding carefull at ſuch times, you 
will back(lide from God : for then your thoughts will be taken up, a- 
bout making ſome carnall advantag; by the one : or in looking too-much 
on the ſecond canſes in the other : at fuch times either your hearcs will be 
too high or too low : Fob.1. 1 Sam. 1. = F 
be Watch when God calls you to the folemne performance of any fpi- 
rituall daty, eicher privately or publiquely'; leaſt when you core to the 
performance, you come withoue hearts, or without hearts that will ra« 
ther hinder you, then help you, 1/Per 447. © © | 
\ 7, Be ſaute to watch your heerts, when you! are ih hely duties; eſpecially. 
when yoti pray, or ſpeak before otherr , or when'you joyne with others in prajer, 
your hearts will be like the fooles eyes inevery corner of che earth at 
fach a'time; or pride, and felfe exalcing will 'arife in' your hearts; 1 
Cor.3, " | | | 
3. When you have performed any. ſpirictiall duties, and you-have met. 
with God it ic: you have been filled 'wrch Joy, and enlaigements of heart; 
your hearts are warme, andchearfall , you can read your narnes wricten 
In the Book of life : oh then efpecially warch; then you have wore need: 
then at any othertimes. | 07% | 
1. Becauſe your hearts will reft- ppon your enjoyments;' and fet them. 
up in the room of Chriſt; 1doe affare you thar'l have forind my hear 
readier to reft upon theſe broken reeds, atid'ro epte& Chriſt, then ar agy 
other time; now you ſhould endeavour to fee ir. Fer. 2. 13: | 
2; Becauſe your hearts will attribute thar which only is due to God, to - 
the Creature; and ſay my own hands have done'this; . or by. the excellenc 
gifts, and graces of fuch a-man\, who prayed and" Preached admicably, 
and ſo forget thattheholyſpiric ddl all for you, 'atid'in you ; Iſa. 26. 12, 
Phil, 2. 13; Finch Fahapth: 
3. Becauſethe heart is veryapt to grow ſecure and carelefſe then,.more - 
then at another time : then Satan and your own hearts will tell you, thac 
now all is well, and therefore eac, drinx, and be merry, untill you have 
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fo provoked the _ as that; he-will take bis-leave of your hearts ſecrec- 
ly, you ſhall not, know when nor how- he depants.. r Kings 9.2» compa- 
red 1 1 chap. 1.4. | | 

4+ Becauſe if you ſhould depart from God after ſuch ſwret expreſſions of 
his love, you will more diſhonour and grieve him then before, and God 
will take it as a very proud affcont to his Majeſty , that when he hath 
ſweetly and gratiouſly anſwered your defices, you ſhould ſo much light 
and undervalue him, a»not to endeavour to keep what he hath given you; 
1 King. 11 9. Pſal.35.8, 

5. Becauſe when you were waiting and depending on God, for ſuch or 
the like favours, as you have received, you promiſed and vowed that you 
would improve them when the Lord ſhould grant them, now you cannoer 
pollibly make good your promiſes and voweg,except you be very watchfull, 
Pal. 76.11, Eccl.5. 445. 

6. Becauſe then you have power: your faculties and graces are prepa« 
red; you have divine trength pur into your hand, to walk with God, and 
ro doe ſome fingular thing for God , for the farther advantage of your 
ſoules, more then at another time. Pſal. 36. 9. Pſal. 3o. 54 Therefore be 
muck in this bleſſed duty, eſpecially at ſuch time: * and know chat *cis not 
your. duty only ac ſuch times ( though eſpecially then ) but at all rimes, int 
all places, in all bufinefſes, in all companiez; in all your converſings with 
men; and inall your converſings with God. 


I, Ow teoquicken you to this great durty , confider theſe few things: 
firft; if you ſhall carefully, faithfully, and conftantly-praftife 1-# 

dwy, you will be able to ſee, and clearly: to difcerne' all paſſages between 
God, and your foules: you will ſee his comings ty, and goings out; you will 
know the method of the ſpirits workings 3 yu will be ready to imbrace and re- 
ceiveall his benefits : you will quickly fee a cleat difference berween your 
own ſpicics, and the ſpirit of. God; your own. wiſdome , and ſtrengrh ,and 
his; you will ſee the worth of divine-alliftances : -» Pet: 4; 9. the 4; 5, 6- 
Chapters of the Cant, | 
2. You will-be well provided to wage warre with the Dijvell , your 
Luſts, and the JYorld; you will be able to ſee your enemies a farre off ; you 
will not be ſurpriſed, but be able to fight with them ara drFance , and then 
you will haye.a.very;great adyantage, when youſhall be ablc-to fight with 
your enemies;at the (words poynt 3, 1 can ſay! that: when thave fought wich 
fin, and Sathan at adiffance; that' Inever was conquered, but was till a 
conqueror , through the Lord Jeſus tharftrengthened mee, 1 Fet, 5+ 8+ 
| : C 2 FE 


( 20) 
3, Confider that God hath. pronounced ſuch blefſed , God blefſes you 

even in, the very performance -of iit# beſides 'what ſoule advantages you: 

will have thereby as you have heard, Revel. 16 15, Math.24: 42,46. 

4. Conſider that it is your duty to watch ; therefore do itin obedience 
to Gods command, make Conſcience of performing this duty as well,and 
as mach as of any other Mark. 13. 33, 34» 35,36» 37» 

5. You will make your paflage co:Heaven the more comfortable ; you 
will. make the way oh and plaine, you-will not be ſo often at a lofſe as 
others are that negle&ir; you will be able to runne, when others can 
hardly creep; you will cejoyce when others mourne Plal. 5 1- 

6. God will enable !you hereby to be ready 19e2ery good worke ; you will 
be able ro go from one duty to another, from one bulineſſe to another, 
from one place to another; to.performe the dutys of your particular call- 
ings, and goe from them to prayer or hearing, or meditation, or diſcourſirg 
with che Saints; 'oh my brethren what a priviledge will you have ? 
none can be greater then to have the heart diſpoſed unto every good word ; and 
woke for God Tir, 3.1 Luk. 12. 40, 

7. Be much:and often in the great daty of private prayer z take heed: of 
negleCing that (piricual] and ſouleenriching duty, it hath been and ill 
it1s, the Common experience of the Lords people, that the negl«& of this 
datic hath been unſpeattably prejudiciall ro their ſoules; and beloved the 
Devill will Labour more to keep. Believers from this dutie, then (I thinke) 
from any other; for nothing can prejudice the Devills Kingdeme, like unto 
this duty, well performed : pow that your hears may be the more enga« 
ged tothis duty, F-ſba{l intreatiyou to realize theſe few / conſiderations 
and Scriptures, Maithe6 6:9. Math 26. 41; Mark, 13, 33. Luk-'18. 1, 
Luk. 21. 36. 1. Thefls.5- 29+ + | Ivy 1 


1, FT is Gods way, his Ordinance, & appointment coCommunicate-and 
convey his choiſeſt ſoul ſavingimercysto his People; fo that If ever 

you expe& much of Ged; bemuch-inprevate prayer «Math. 7: 6, 7,8, Plal: 
2.8. | 

2. Conl, Gad hath promiſed his Spirit to helpe ſuch as ſhall be faichfull. 
in waiting on God in this duty: ſo that when'you intend ro: pray ; but} meet 
with great oppofitions with much deadneſſe,and colthneſſe of higrt, many great 
temprations ; be not in thelraſi diſcouraged; but goto the Lotdand tell him 
that you intend topray avhe hath'commanded you ;' bur yoh' catinot 'un- 
lefſe he wil! helpe you; tell God thathe bath promiſed his Spirit to helpe 
you, an{that now.yau Stand.in need of him; and iticeeat him co give him 
to yo, and take no denyall Rom, $. 26, 27. Gal. 4. 6- Joh, 14. 26: 
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3. Confider that the great God hath condefcended to promiſe to heare: 
the very groan.sand /iphs of your hearts , when by reaſon of the prevalency of- 
your corruptions and temptations you cannot ſpeake out your wants,and- 
deſ{ires to God, Rom. 8, 26, 27. Plal. 79. 11. 

4 Your Heavenly Father invites you ro converſe with him : he intreats 
you not to be ſtrangers to him: God would have his people to be familiar 
with him 4 call on me faith God, I will heace thee; you may gue to God 
in Chcifts name, as friends invited to feaſt with him ; and to atke what you- 
will of him ; Pfal. 5o 15. Math. 1r. 28. Joh. 15. 7, 

5. Conſider that your Heavenly Farther Comp!laines much of his peo- 
ples ſtrangeneſfſe to him; and cells them they had forgotten him days 
without number, ſer. 2+ 32. Ifa. 43 22. 

6. Conhder that God is your friend, and Father, he is full of bowells of 
love compaſſion and goodnefle ; he will be exceeding ready to receive you 
and here yuur prayers and grant your delires; ſo that wh:n you goe to- 
God ro petition him for any mercy, remember you goe to the greateft and 
moſt real heartedſt triend, that you have. Exod. 34. 6,7. Jer. 3. 19, Flal. 
$6.5. + 

7. Conſfiderthat you have a great faithfull\; loving, and potent” friend in 
Heaven, to tranſa& all your bulinefſes in Heaven, berween God and your 
ſfaules ; one who can experimentally ſympathize wich you ; your advocate 
and lnterceffor is man as well as God ;- you may open your>very hearry 
to him, wich as much p_ and holy boldnefſe, as you may to any 
friend you have in the Forld ; remember what he pron:iſcd you before 
he went into Heaven, andput him in minde of them, and be tyre that he 
will be as good as his word, 1 Joh: 2+ 1, 3 John 14. 13, 14z 15: Jubn 16 
23, 245 26. John I5, 14. 

8. Conſider proyer is an appointment of God, whereby God wHll hold 
Communion with his people in his Gcdinance, God communicares this 

minde ynto his friends, and the bleſſings of the new Covenant; and Belie* 
vers having received of God; they. give back. againe to him ; by ac« 
knowledging his free mercy and grace: in bleſſing and praiſing of bis Name 
and in reſting and relying uron bim for further expreſſiuns of his Love : 
and by commending his goodnefle, and inhauncing it. Jam. 4.8; 1, and 
2: Chaprers of the As 
9, Conſider God hath promiſed to heare and to Anſwer the defires, 
and requeſts of his people, that are according unto his will ; and God is 
ever mindfull of his Covenanr. Jer. 29. 12, 13, 14+ Flal. 34.15. 

10. Conſider that if you ſhall -be negligent in this dwy, you will quick« 
ly inctcre guilt on yaur conlciences., - 3 bring beardnefſ pon your hearts; 
| 3 you 
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you will grieve the holy Spirit, and cauſe him to withdeaw from you, you 
will bcing upon youc ſelves many feares and doubtings, which will greatly 
perplex and trouble your ſoules : you will Ioofe the exerciſeand ſe of all 
your Graces; yea you will have all your fpirituall comforts taken from 
you Pſal.30. 5. 


2, Be ſure to performe this duty according to the will of God : Oh 
my beloved tis not enough to pray mach, but-take heed how you pray; tis 
not any kiad of praying chat is a Sacrifice well pleaſing to God Mat. 6. g, 
_after this manner therefore pray ye faith Chriſt. 

I» Before you begin to pray, ſet apart « little time to prepare, by conſide- 
ring 1, What your wants are, what you ſtand moſt in need of; 2. Whe- 
ther ic be your duty at ib:t tim? ; itis an caſy matter to be -miſtaken, and 

to pray when we ſh »uld doe ſome other thing z 1 aſſure you friends *cis a 
yu thing, yea a choiſe mercy indeed, for a Believer to do all duties in their 
eaſon, 3. Whether God hath promiſed ro give (ſuch things as you intend 
to aike, whether there be any genecall or particular promiſe to be a,foun- 
dation for your faith: 4. Conſider with whom you have to doe in projet 
a God who is Juſtice, Goodneſſe, Wiſedome, Stength, Mercy, Love, Onniſcient, 
| Omnipreſent, and a Spirit: and then 5. Conlider what frame of heart is; 
or may be moſt ſuitable to theſe gloriow Attributes of God; 6, Conlidev 
your own unworthineſſe ;how infinicely unworthy you are of ſuch a privi=- 
ledge. 7. Toconſider your own inſufficiency that you can do nothing 
-wichout the aſſiſtance of the Holy Spiric, and that he hath promiſed the 
Spiric to them that in ſincerity aske him, 8. To conſider what encourage- 
ments you have from God copray, and other confiderations you ſhould 
uſe to prepare your heaccs. | 


3. When you go to God, believe for much, and expe& much of Gad, 
take heed of doubtings and of low and narrow expe&ations : open your 
_—_— wide, that is your faich, that God may fill your hearts. Jam 1.5. 

+8, I0. | 


4+ - Beſure that you get your hearts affet:2d with your wants, and 
with the greatnefſe & preciouſneſſe of choſe mercys that can ſupply them, 
that ſo your hearts may huuger and thirſt earneſtly afcer them Math. 5.. 6. 


5- Co to Gad che Father 'in Chriſts neme, go in Chriſts worthineſle, 
by his blood, and Righteouſneſſe, loke on him as on one that fits at Gods 
Sight hand co make interceſlion for you, lay unto God, Lord though Iam 

i 3+ gnworthy 
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finworthy yet thy Son 3s worthy , he hath purchaſed theſe mercys that” 


i begge of thee, John 14. 13, 14+ 


G6. Pray earneſtly, heartily,and Spiritually to God ; take heed of car- 
nall, dead, heartlefle Sacrifice, of formall praying; for that will excee+ 


dingly prejudice your ſoules ; never leave off untill your hearts have been 


carryed up ty God , Ioh- 4. 24. Coll. 3.23. 


I, rm your Conſciences will not let you alone'to reſt contented, - 


*XCept you doe the matter of a daty ; but then they will be for a 
time quiec in the thing done, but know that no Sacrifice, no Prayer can 
find acceptance with God but a hearty fervent prayer Jam. 5. 16. Roms 
I2. 11. 

2, God requires the heart in all your dutys; and therefore 'it is but 
reaſon that you ſhould give that to him. Prov. 23. 26. 

3. Confider, unlefſe you pray heartily, and earneftly, you cannot doe it 
in Faith ; now. whatſoever is not of Faith is (linne. Heb. 11. 6. Rom. 
F 4. Milt, | 

'4+ Conſider if you doe not prayſo, you mock God, you pretend to 


doe that which you do not, and you know that that is a-great ſinne, Gal. 


6, 7. Jer. 3. 10, 

5. Conſider if yop do not pray ſo, you rob: God of his own , thasg 
which is due to him; you keep from-him z will a man rob God, faith 
the Prophec, will he be ſo wicked as to detaine-that which he gives unto 
him : Mal. 3. $; Mal. 1.8; 9. be 


6. Conſider that you will looſe all your labour and paines : God will- 


never anſwer carnal}, cold, heartlefle prayers here, nor reward you for 


- them hereafter ; he will ſay-who hath'required theſe things at your hands - 


Ifa.i- 11,12, 13; 14. Math: 7; | 
7. Continue m prayer; be not diſcouraged and put off with feares that 
ſhaft never obraine that which you pray for, becauſe you are not an- 


ſwercd preſently: bat ga againe, and wreſtle with God as Facob did and - 


reſolve to take no denyall Gen. 32, 24, 25, 26, 27, 28. 
$: Then when you have prayed wait for and expe an anſwer,looke af- 
ter your Prayers; dbferye what'anſwer the Lord gives to your prayers. 
Plial. 85.8. Sam, 11. . 200 oo 
©''9\. Commir-your ſelves and your concernment, your'prayers and all iato 
the hand of Jeſus Chriſt; as well after you waa {nd | as when yoit are 
praying; and labour tg quiet your hearts ax the prophet did in the goon? 
| Pad 
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neſſe of God, lethim doe whathe ſees good, referre your ſelves unto him 
to his wiſedome, care, and love. 1 Pet. 5. 7. 


8. I Beſeech you brethren, take heed of the world; engage not your 

(clves.in more worldly butinefſes then you can well mannage and 
keep your hearts free for God; and to have time- enough for Spirituall 
dutys; for prayer, hearing, Conference, Meditation, and examination 
1 Joh 2.15. Rom. 8. 6. Phil. 3.18, 19. 1 Tim. 6.9, 10, 11,12, 

i» Contider that though ic may be profitable for the body, yet *ewill 
be very huccfall, and prejudiciall ro your ſaves, now you know the ſoale is 
much more precious then the body, Luk. 13. 32, to the 33 Lnk. 22, 34. 
 2.+ Conhider though you may feare and intend no huce in ſo doing to 
your ſoules, yet your hearts may ſoon be overcharged with the cares of this 
life; for alchough in the ficſt beginning your heaces may be kept wich God, 
yet by lirtle and liccle you will fiad ic will grow wocldly Mach. 6. 24, 
to the end. 

3. Conlider that you haveno promiſe to be aflifted and kept by God 
in ſo doing; becauſe God hath not called you co ſu many worldly buſt. 
neſſes ; God never calls any of his people in love and mercy to more jim« 
ployments then they may well do (if they will be carefull)) and yerkeep 
theic hearts free for and cloſe to God Coll. 3, 1, 2. Phil. 3. 20. 

4+ Confiider if you doe ſo, you will canſe both Saints and finners to 
have hard choughts of you : yuu will looſe your rooth in ſpiricuall heares ; 
and ſinners will conclude that you are covectuous earthly creatures; 2Tim, 
4 10. Phil. 3. 19, 

5, . Conlider if yon engagein more worldly buſineſſes then you ought, 

oa will expoſe your ſelves co more temprations then you will be able co 

are 1 Tim. 6.9, 10, 11. 

6. Confider *ris better to have Communion with God then to have much o 
the creature; to have a praying , 'enlargedbeart then your purſes full of mony, an 
your barnes full of cornez it is farre better ro be enriched with heavenly 
things , then with earthly Pſal, 4. 6, 7. Phil. 3.7, 8, 9. 

7. Conlider that Saints muſt be fingular men, chey muſt be as lights 
to guide ochers, wicked men muſt ſee that Saints are men of other Spirits, 
of choice Heavenly minds, Mark. 5. 46, 47. Iſa» 63. 8. John 17. 16- 


9. ) 0-7 omgget to walke very humbly having low thoughts of your 
Liſelves, and ſhewing much —_—_— and humility before all men in 
our words, deportmente, and in all things : Coll. z. 12, Phil. 2. 6,7, 8. 
rov, 39.23, Jam, 4: 6: Iſa, 57 15. Iſa, 66,3, 1 Pet: 5+ 5, 6+ 


I, 
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'1, Confider that you were filchy vile wretched Creatures the worſt 
of all excepting Divels . before the Lord Jeſus Chriſt Gid cleanſe and 
waſh you, before his Righteouſneſſe covered you * Ezek- 16. 14 firſt 
verſes. Ma.51. 1,Rom. 3.9, 10, 11,12, 13,14, tothe 20. 

2. Conliderthat you have deſerved nothing but hell and wrath, or 
whatever may make you miſcrable. 

3- Confider that tobe humble is to be like unto Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelfe, he that was and ever ſhall be Coequall with the Father, made 
himſelfe of no reputation ; how low did he ſtoop to exalt you. Phill. 
2.5,6, 7,8. 1 Tim. 3.16. John 13. 13, 14, 15- 

. Conſider that the more humble you are the more grace you ſhall 
have 3; God delights to fill the Humble with 7iſedome, and knewledge ; he 
will open ſecrets unto ſuch : Pal. 25, 1Pert.5. 4,6. 

5. Conſider that Humility is a great and glorious ornament to Re- 
ligion 3 nene can more honourthe Goſpell then an humble Chriſtian, 
he is a ſhining bleſſed Chriſtian ; oh how doth humility commend religis 
.on unto others, even unto Saints and ſinners. Math. 3.5, 

6. Confider that the more hamble you are, the more communion 
you ſhall have with God; you will have more aſkſting Grace then others 
to keep you from back(liding ; God will quickly take his leave of a 
proud perſon : but he loves todwell with him that iz of a poor and of 
-a contrite heart. If. 57. 15. Ifa. 66. 2, Pal. 138. 6. 

7. Conſider that you live upon free grace, God my take that from 
you that of his free Grace he hath given to you, if you forget him, and 

life up your (elves with his mercys Math: 25, 28 1 Pet. 5.5. 

$8. Conſider the great diftance that there is between Ged and you, 
how infinitely great and glorious he is ; he js glorious in holineſle ; fear- 
full in prayſes z and you are poor nothing Creatures, roor wormes* 
God. may (if he pleaſe cruſh you in peeces, and give you no account 
why he doth ſo: Plal 5,6. 

9, Confider that you cannot do any thing without him, you can 
neither heare nor pray , nor diſcourſe withcut his w:/«deme. and flrergih, 
and therefore how little caule have you to be proud of your fclyes 
2 Cor. 3.5, 6. Rom, 26, 27. 

10- Confider that Ged, requires and Commands ycu to walke 
humbly, what dath the Laid ycur God requires of you; ihe 
Prophet anſwers to walke kwnbl wh your Ged, Mich* 6,8. Cel. 
| 3, I'23, 
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10. | Bo ne tohave, and to keep always a tender Conſcience that the 
J1ppearance of lfinne may make ome impreſſion on it; Conſci« 
ence is an ative ſtirring faculty; ic will not be quiet if you give it liber« 
ty; if you do not offer violence to ic : taxe heed my friends , you may 
foon get a ſeared fleepy Conſcience; in a great meatar: ; and know for 
certain. tha: if you ſtop the mouth of Conſcience , you will alſo hinder 
the ſpicits workings , who worketh in and by Conſcience; and if the 
Holy Ghoſt and your Confciences ſhould once ceaſe their operations, 
you may be ſuffered to run into lin, and ſo from fin to (in; for you have 
as it were, bound up the hands of your keepers: 2 Chron, 3 4.27. Ad.24. 
16. 1 Tim.1.5. Heb.l0.22, 

11, -Take heed of caking the gloriew and fearfull name'sf Godin vain 
of u ing it commonly, and frequently , without feare and trembling; 
you w:!l not ufe the name of ſome great men without ſome reverence 
and refpeft; coniider what God hath ſpoken of Himſelfe to his Crea- 
tares, to beget in them a holy feare and reverence; how #1 the Lord hath 
taken it, that men ſpeak (o flightly , and carelefſely of him, the Lord 
will not hold ſach a perfon guilelefle that taketh his name in vaine, 
that is, that ſpeaketh of God in a common ordinary manner; Oh my 
friends, if you love the Great and Holy God,(hew your Loveto him in 
being render of his honour ; nevec make mention of the name of God 
bur wich a felf — but with a deliberate purpoſe to exalt and 
honour him; Oh my betoved, for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt his ſake, if e- 
ver you hope to ſee the face of the Holy God; I beſeech you when 
y 2u {peak of God,or to him, do it with feare, reverence, and trembling, 
Exod 20.7, Deut 5.11. Dent.28.58. 

12. Treaſare up the word into your hearts , when and afrer you 
have heard it Preached unto you, one great reaſon why you do not 
grow faſter in know!edge, in mortification, and holineſſe, is becauſe you are 
(l am afraid) like unto the hearers that Fames ſpeaks of , Fam. 1. 23, 
34. if ever you ex{pe& good] by the word , you muſt cake pains with 
your hearts before you heare, and when you are hearing ; and after 
that you have heard, to conſider what you have heard, to labour to 
have it curned into Grace, in every ſheaky of your ſoules , to heare for 
afrerward : co ſearch and (ſee what advantage you may make of eve- 
ry Sermon you heare. 1 Cor- 15. 2- Math, 13. 18, to 24. P{al, 
179. In, 

13. Labour to walk joyfully and chearfully; a holy ſerious micth, a 
biritacl rejoycing, is very commendable in a Saint; let your rejoycing be 
i Gol, aot in your ſelves; let it appear that Religion is a reall thing; that 

you 
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you taft, and feele more ſweerncfſe and joy in the wayes of God that 
you walk in, then others to dee in their own wayes. 

1, Conſider that God hath promiſed ic : he hath promiſed to make 
his ſervants joyfull : co comfort and cheare their hearts. Oh you bleſ- 
ſed of the Lord, make out to God the Father and Jeſus Chrift for much 
of it; Iſa. 35-1,2,10. 1/a.$6- 7. Iſa. 65. 13,14. 

2, Conhider that the Lord commands you to rejoyce * therefore labour to 
licony and chearfal in obedience unio the command of God, Phil. 4,4. 
P[4al.97.1 24 

3+ Conſider that Jeſus Chriſt hath prayed for it : when Jeſus Chiift 
was about te take his leave of his fri-nds, you know he made a long 

rayer to his Father, for his Servants and Friends , that he was to Yeave 

hind him ina perſecucing world, and among other Petitions you 

have this, Job. 17.13. 1 come to thee Father, that they may have my joy 
fulfilled in themſelves, 

Ii. Be ſuretocall to mind , and to realize what once you were, and 
what you are now : you were once Children of wrath, and of the Di- 
vell, but now you are the ſonnes and daughters of God , once the ſervants of 
finne, but now the ſervants of Chriſt. Eph.2. 1,2,4,5. Tit-3. 3,445» 

2+ Call comind what greatthings Jeſus Chriſt hath done for you, 
and what it hath coft him, to make heirs of erernall glory, Tit. 2. 14. 
Rom. 5. 8,9. 

3. Be often minding of your heavenly Fathers Love, and free grace 
£6 you; how he continues ftill to love you, how his heart , and Chrifts 
hearc ſtands affeted cowards you, that he loves you really and hearti» 
Iy: Job. 3.16. 1 Joh. 3.1. 

4+ Remember your fature eftate , what you ſhall be, thongh now 
you have many heavy burthens on you, yet the time is coming that-yon 
ſhall be freed from all, and ſhall be partakecs of the fulnefſe of Chiifts 
Joy : you ſhall ſee him as he is; realize ic ro your own ſoulee, that ſo 
your hearts may be affe&ed greatly therewith: 1 Joh, 3. 2. Col. 3. 4- 
2 Cor, 4.19, Revel. 2.10, 


14 T"Ake heed , that you give not place to diſirsſifull unbelieving 

thoughts, and reaſoning in a carnall manner , at any crolſe di- 
fpenſations: you will then agua fall into the commitment of 0» 
ther finnes: you will murmure and repine againſt God : you will hin- 
der your prayers acceptance , you Will quickly weaken the bands of 
grace, if you give way to the raiſings up of unbeliefe , and entertaine ic 


in your hearts, you will quickly L. uinec your ſelves, 
2 


<1, 
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1. Therefore to preyent it, conſider that it is your duty to believe 
andnot to entertain any diſtraſtfull thoughts of God; and God takey' 
ſpeciall norice of you, whettier you be obedient unco him accordingly 
1 Fob. 3.23. I]. 26.4. Iſa.50.10. 

\'2. Conſider that diſtraſifulneſe will grieve the Holy Gho# , he hath 
wrought faith in your hearts,and commands you co uſe ic in order to the 
deſtroying of unbeliefe : and therefore now expeRs chart you (hould -be- 
lieve, and reje& all (uch wicked cth6ughts, Eph. 4.30- V 

3. Conſider how exceeding hurcfull ir will be co your fouls, if ic be 
not kept in ſubje&ion ; it will hinder your fpirituall comforts ; and 
make you goe ſorrowfull to your graves, and dilinable yoa for all your” 
work and ſervice for God, Rem-15. 13; 

4. Conſider what grounds you have to believe , what helps: and en- 
couragements you have; Gods commands, his promiſes, his Oath, his faithfulneſſe, 
powe”, goodnefſe, mercy, and lsve, engaged for you , you have the Loid Je-. 
ſas interceding for you in heaven with his merits: Rom.1, 47. Heb. 6.17 


18. 1Theſ-5.24. Rom.S. 34. 
15, Labour ro be of lively, aftive, publique ſpirits, let not the Divels 


diſciples be more lively and aCtive for their Lord , then you arefor. 


Chriſt your Lord: do not give Jeſus Chriſt cauſe to complain of yeu, 
that his adverfary the Divell hath better ſervants then he : doinot make 
Chcift aſhamed of you : tis a ſhame to Chriſt to have dead, lifeleſſe mem- 
bers : when your hearts begin to flagg, and to loſe their aFrvity , then 


go to him for life, who is the fountain of Life , Joh. 10. 10. Pſal. 36 9. 


Ta 55.1. . | 
4 16. Labourto have alwaies upon your hearts the alſeeing eye of God; 
Conſider that God'ſees all your thoughts, intentions,and aH your con- 
trivements, he pondereth all your wayes : yea there is not a thought 
in your hearts, bur he knoweth ic alrogecher: Chriſtians know thar 


God doth very narrowly pry into all your aymes, and ends, more then ' 


into others; he loves the feet of his Saints: Oh my friends this will 
keep you from the entertaining of many idle thoughts, and vaine 
words: from milſp:n1ing of precious time ; from finfull ſelfiſh aimg 
and ends in what you doe: it will be a meanes to make you walk -wa- 
rily, and ciccumſpeRly before God, Saints, and ſinners; and prevent 
backfliding from God : Pſal: 139-4: Prov-5.21. Fer:17.10. 

17. Labour to be much affefted with Gods favours to you, but efpecial- 
ly wich the God of the Favours , and mercies ; and endeavour to be very 
thankfull for them.: for ſoule mercies, and bodily mercies; Labour-ro 
ſee the true and full worth of ch+mercies, chat you enjoy; conſider that 

| ' you 
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you are lefſe then the leaſt of them ; conſider that all your injoyments; 
all your mercies for your ſoules and bodjes, are given t6 you. apon 2 
ſpecial} account, they are new Covcnont mercies; and the Lord Jeſus hab 
purchaſed them for you : ſo long as you bave a low eſteem of mercics, 
you cannot be affe&ionate]y thankfull for them: Oh redeeming mercy 
elefting mercy; calling, converting mercy , confirming, ard comforung mercy 3 Oly 
how great is perſevering mercy3 teaching ,- ard ſoule ſhengibenirg mercres , © 
your great Goſpe/mercies z your Ordinary mercy; your mercies of peace,bralih,: 
and Liberty, which all of the Lords precicus Saints in the world cannot 
enjoy, Math. 13, 16,17. 
18. Keep to the good way of God wherein you have walJked , and 

wherein you have found God ſweetly revealing of himſelfe unto you; 
and take heed rhat you rurnenot afide to the rjght hand or to the left: 
Ob labour to be ſtazd, Fable, ſtrong Chriſtians: take heed thar you be not 
ſoon ſbaken in mind; for tis a good thing that your hearts be cftabliſhed 
with grace, let no man deceive you with vaine words , and draw you 
back again from your faith and praRtice, to the c1d corrupt formall 
way of worſhiping God againe : Oh let not the flatteries, or frowner, 
or reproaches of men, though from your neareft relations, in the leaſt 
meaſare, cauſe you to faint in your ſpirits, or cauſe you in the'leaſt to 
decline from the ways of God; if any man draw beth ( faith God) my 
ſoule ſball have no pleaſure in him* think not that you doe not walk in the 
ways of God becauſe wicked men reproach you for ſoidoing : no wy bre- 
thren, but rather uſe it asan argument that you are in the way, becauſe 
you are reproached by ſuch men ; Conſider that ſo long' as you walked 
as the world did, and there was no difference between you and them, 
they did not trouble you : Gods owning of you and viſiting you ſo often; 
with ſuch ſ\weet expreſſions of love, ſhould confirme you in your prin- 
ciples and walking; againſt all the Arguments of men, Eph. 4. 14: Heb. 
13-9. 2 Pet.1.12. Gal 6.9. Heb.12,3,4,5, Joh.15.1$,19- 

- 39. Let all that you doe, all your purpoſes and intentlons, all your” 
thoughts, and words, or as many as poſſible, be direfted to rxatt the name' 
of God : When you heare the word preached heare for God : that you 


may be made mare like unto him : that your hearts may be brought' 


nearer unto him: thatyou may know more of his will, that you may' 
doe more, and ſo when you pray,'or converſe with the people of God, 


or with ſinners, pray for toexalt and honour him; converſe for Ged , labcur 


in all your callings, and worldly bufinefſes for God : you will looſe all 
your Labour, coſt,-and p_ that you lay out, and ſpend ip any pocd 
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work, if you doe not intend for God; and give it tohim : 1 Cor, 10. 315 
Cel. 3.23. Prov. 3.6. | 

80. 1beſcech you in the laſt place, give diligent heed to theſe Rules, 
that you have promiſed to walk by : Labour to underftand, to remem- 
ber, and co praiſe every one of them ; ſo farre as they are pradticall: 
oh beloved, your priviledges are many «nd great, as you have ofrten- 
times acknowledged to God: and therefore be ſure that your duties 
are many and great : God having done wore tor you then for others, 
oh therefore be more wiſe, more holy, more circumſp:&, more loving, more 
fruitfall, more diligent , and more faithful! rhen others : oh labour to be 
more humble , more ſincere, and more abounding in the work of the Lord, 
Oh my beloved friends in che Lord Jeſus , how infinitely are you in- 

aged to God, you owe your (elves and all your enjoyments unto bim ; 
he hath kept back nothing tzom you that might doe you good : he hath 
freely given his own Son, his holy ſpirit; oh rejoce in God and love, 
and. feare, and honour him, think nothing too much that you can 
doe to honour him, he was contriving and lying our his thoughts from 
all eternity about your ſalvation ; contriving how to make you ever» 
laſtingly honourable and happy : Conſider my deare friends, you have 
bat a tew days to worke and ſuffer hece, you are drawing towards 
your reſt, oh hew bleſſed will you be if you ſhall continue ſtedfaſt, and 
ynmovable in your walking with God unto the end; Qh my Friends 
keap cloſe ro God,% he will keep with you;he will not depart from you, 
if you will not deparc from him : 2 Cron. 15. 2, your God and Father 
will delight to do you good: you may have the liberty to aske what 
you will and it fhall bz done; if good for you , oh tight firongly againft 
your fpicituall enemies: you mul fight before you can overcome, 
before you can be crowned as conquerecs even as jon Chrift himſelfe 
hath done for us, and before us : ſurely if we will be partakers with 
Chriſt in his Ccown and Glory, we muſt ficft ſuffer and work: wich him 
Conſider all the goodwarkes thac youthall performe in ſincerity, for the 
glory of God, ſhall all be remembred at the laft day, to the infinite and 
endlefſe Joy and comfort of your ſoules; all your ſufferings for Righ- 
ceoulne(l: (ake ſhall be abundantly rewarded : feare not litle flock, it is 
your Fathers good pleaſure to give you a Kingdeme, your Lord and 
Saviour will (hortly come and fee you: he will ferch you home unca 
himſelfe : when your enemies ſhall have that dreadtull ſentence, depart 

From me ye carſed, he will (ay to you come ye bleſſed of my Father inberit the 

Kingdome of Glory ; now you that have followed me ſhall fit upon twelve 


Thrones Judging the twelve tribes of 7jrael. Then your enemics will be 
confounded 
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confounded and aſhamed,then they ſhall bow and bend to yon. Oh you 
that now ſuffer from your relations, you ſhall then be gerte&ly delive- 
red, and ſeparated from them: ic will not then grieve your hearts to 
fee them rebellious your nacurall affeQioas ſhall then ceaſe; you will 
be then wholly (wallowed up in glocifying the blefled God, then all 
your teares ſhall be wiped away; your ſorrow ſhall flee away ; you 
ſhall be ſwallowed up of life : Oh how welcome will you be to Saints 
& Angells : Oh then you wiila dmire free Grace : you will crie Grace, 
Grace, chan you ſhall have your hearts filled with love to God; then 
all your prayers, fighs.gro2ns, and teares (ha}l be anſwered, then you ſhall 
rejoce Without cealing ; then you ſhall be crowned with Glory and 
Honour and you ſhall never be reproached any more. Oh you beloved 
of Gods ſole ; you ſhall never complaine of a dead heart, any more. Never 
eric out of a hard heart, of a ftreightned narrow heart any more : then your 
Rhearcs ſhall be enlarged: and you ſhall forever fing for joy of heart; 
oh therefore be wiiling to folow Chriſt a litle while & he that ſhall come to 
put you into the full polſeifion of your promiſed happinefle will come; 
and will not tarrie : unſpeakably bleſſed ſhal} you be if your bleſſed Sa» 
viour (hould come and find you ſo doing, which is the prayer of 


Your ſervant m the 


Goſpell of Chriſt 
S. F, 
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A ſhort Preface:touching the occalion.of | 
Printingtheſe follo wing Rules. | 

P22) Hen I ſaw that the bleſſed God had by the Preaching 

V@/e. ing of the glorious Goſpell turned the hearts of ma- 


C—— 


walking in Goſpell-fellowſhip in 
Chippin-Norton. 


HE matter of a viſible Church of Chrift, 
are Viſible Saints: ſuch as in the Judg- 
ment of rationall Charicy according to 
the revealed will of God appeare to be 
Saints Luke 22. 14. AQ, 1. 15, 16. AQ, 
2. 37, t0the end. Adi. 4. 32. Att. 5. 14, 
AA. 9. 26,27. Ai. 8. 37. Ad. 14, 32, 
23. Rom-1.7.1Cor. 1.2. 2C. 1.1. 
Goal. 1. 4. Eph. 1. 1. Phil. 1, 1. Coll.1.2, 
1 Theſſ. 1.1, 4+ 2 Theſſ. 1+1,2,3. To 

; theſe Scriptures may. be added the 
Jadgements of many Gedly and lear- 
ned divines , both Presbyierian and Inde- 

pendent, the Aſſembly in their confeſſion of Faith, M. Hooker of new England z 

M. Cotton, M. Norton, M, Ainſworth, D.Owmen, D: Goodwin, M. Fer. Burroughs, 

M. Nye, M, Bridges, M. Greenhill, M-  _ M. Williom Bartlet, M, ww” 
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M. Ck (ball, M.Palmer, and the Miniſters that joyned with him in Anſwe- 
ring M Hunphrys Book, for free Admiſſion, M. Robinſon, and many 
mofe migh: be added to theſe, | 
2. The formall cauſt of a viſible Church of-Chriſt, are Saints united in Goſ- 
pell ord-r ; For a certain: number of true Bel icvers walking at a diſtance 
from cach other: and ſcattered up and down in a Towne or Pariſh, li- 
ving as ſt'angers to each other, doe not properly, and formally make a viſi- 
ble Church : but only ſachas walke togecher according to Chrifts aps 
pointment; (2 then that which gives being to a true viſible Church of Chriſt: 
is, when feaven or more Believer: do freely and voluatarily give up 
themſelves to each other, promiling inthe ſtrength of God, ro walke 
together in the ſame individuall ord;nances of .Cbriff, and in the praQtice 
of the fame datys according to the Goſpel. Deut. 29. 1,9. 2 Cor. 8. 5+ 
Gal. 2 9. Nt: 9 38. Neb. 10.1, 29, Joſh. 24. 51, 28. | 
3. For the-Fathers kniting of the hearts of all the members together in 
mutual lou;, which is the bond of perfeneJe among Saints: & alſo that they 
may performe all datys the more freely co each. other: & for many other 
reaſons it is needfull, that all thatac firt embody cogether, & all chat 
afterwards ſhall. be added,that they be fathfied in each others ficacile to 
be Church memþers; - npon ſach graunds as Puul & others in the primitive 
times did conclude, mens Satmſbip from : they did. nut conclude that 
men were Saints, becauſe they were not prophene, but upon ſuch grounds 
as theſe ; that they did bring forth fruits of Righteouſnefſ* Phil, 1. 1, com- 
pared with v. 11. that they did trade for Heaven» Phil 3, 20. from ſuch 
nbtes of true converſion, as they had in AF. 2. 37. to the end : ſuch as David 
ſpeakes of in Pſal. 15. 1, 2. and Paub Rom, 8. 1. who walked after th? Spi- 
rit: and their L9v2unco, and delightiag in the Saints Eph. 1. 15, Pal. 
15.4. alſo ſuch grounds as weread of in 2 Cor, 7. 10, 11, and foch as 
waited for the coming-of Joſus- Chriſt, 1 Cor* 1-7. which none but Saints can 
really do - by their underſtanding; sf ſpirituall things Spiritually : as ſuch 
doe underſtand whom God loves 2 Cor. 2. 9, 10, 14. being! ſuch as had 
made a publik - profelſion-of their fabjetion to Chrcift 2 Cor. 9. 13. 
and. alſo by their San#ification , and ' Holinefſe 1 Cor. 6 11. by the 
freins of their Faith they were known to be Saints, as Pail calls them upan + 
that ground 1 Coll. 1. 6: 2 Thefl. 1, 5. now upon theſe and the like 
grounds, we are to Judge charicably'of 'men, and to conclude that they 
are Saints: though poſſibly ſome of chem may be Hypocrites * and to re- 
Ceive them into fellowſhip as brethren: and to performe all offi:es of 
love towards them as members of Chrift. 
4+ Viſible Saints. being thas-united: rogether by mutuall conſent, 
> '4 they 
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they are now a true viſible Church of Chriſt ; according unto Chrifts infti. 
tution : ſuch was the © hurch in Ferzſalem AF. 1. 4, 14, 15, AG. 2, 
432. tothe end 4G, $,1. 44.13. 1. At. 4.32. 

. That the ſaid Church hath ſufficient power to chooſe the Officers 
that Chrift hath appointed, and ordained to teach, and Rule the ſaid 
Church ; tor Jeſus Carift hath appoinred and given to his Church Pa- 
ftors & Teachers, and other Officerstor the well being of his Church, & the 
ſaid Church may call the faidOfficers to teach and rule her without the 
Officers or members of other Churches AQ. 6.2. Eph. 4. 11, 12,13. 1 Chron. 
29. 20, 22+ AQ. 15. 32. Act.13, 1,2, AfF.11.22.2 Cor.8.419. Math.1 6. 18+ 

6. That the Church (boald agke Councell of God, by faſting and 
prayer to dire her in her choiſe, and to dir:& and blefſe the perſon or 
perſons to be choſen to teach, and rule, her, as alſo to have knowledge 
of his or their hol:n:ſſe, and abilities for ſuch a worke, before the ſaid 
Church chooſe them to teach and rule her AG. 144 23, 4G. 6. 6, AG. 1. 
24. Aft. 13. 

7. The Officers that Jeſus Chriſt hath appointed for, 1nd given to his 
Charches ate a Paſtor, Teacher, Ruling Eldirs, Deacons, Epb. 4. 11. 1 Tim. 
5.17. AQ. 6.5,4, 5 6. 1 Time, 5, M. Hooker calls widdows Officerty 
Survey part. 2 .Þ4g, 4. 32% M. Cottoutalls them Affiſtants : Way of the Ebar- 
ches, p4 * 39+ 

8. That a Paſtor, Teacher or any other of the ſaid Officers ; have Au» 
thority and powei from Chrift, and the choiſe and call of the Church 
and ordained according to the Goſpel] Rule, to officiate in and to exer-» 
ciſe the office of a Paſtor &c, tn and over the ſaid Church , for Chriſt 
hath given them their power,and the Church hath called them co'exerciſe 
it in the ſaid Church, Eph. 4. 11, 12. AG. 20. 28 1Pet. 5; 2. | 

9. Tharta Paſtor &c. fo Aithorited and choſen by Chriſt and his 
Church, hath power only to r£1ch and officiate as Officers in 1he Church that 
hath choſen then, «l:hough the faid Pafors and Teachirs may preach in 
ether Churches, and places a* gifted men AQ. 2ce 28. 1 Pet. 5,2. 

10, That a Chub fo :o9ftirured according to the mind of Chrift, 
is not (ubjeG to any 01ber church wpon earth ; She hath no Lowgiver but Feſus 
Chriſt; no head or Ruler but Jeſs Chriſt,as a Church, Mar.9.35. Mct.16. 13, 

-22. That the ſaid Church may dclire the afliſtence of other Uhurches 
in difficult caſes'; which cannot bc determined by the Church ; and the 
Church ſhould ſubaiit to ih-ir dererminations if conſonant to the minde 
of Chriſt 4@. 13. 1, to the 30. | 

12, That when any peiſons are defirous to joyn themi-1v+s to he 


Chuch ; the ſaid perions ANA make known their dehyer 16 = 
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Paftor or Elders, Cif the Church hath any) and that'the faid* perſons do 
fatisfie che Paſtor ſome way or other of their fineſſe to be received in- 
to the (aid Church : AQ. 8, 30, to 37, Math. 3. 6. 1-Per. 3+ 15. 

13. That if the Paſtor or Elder be ſatisfyed in the firnefſe and qualifis 
cation of che ſaid perſons defiring admiſſion ; that then the ſaid Poftor or 
Elder is to propoſe the ſaid perſons to the Church at cheic next mee» 
Ting. h 

- 4+ That all the members of the ſaid Church that ſhall be preſent 
when a perſon is to be received. into the Church; are upon Scripture 
grounds to belatisfyed iin the firnefſe and werthinefle of the perſon 
then to be admicted; & allo to give their free conſent to the perſons ad- 
miſſion z and alſo in the cenſuring , ſuſpending, and excommunicating of an 
offending member ; Ad. 15. 22, 23, 25. 1 Cor. 5. 4, 5- Ad. 9-26, 29, un- 
leſſe ſuch as are unſacisfyed ſhall give convincing reaſons why he ought 
not co be admitted ; ina ſhort rtimae the major pare of the Church ought 
to admit the ſaid perſon 

15. That not a bare profeſſion, and forme of Godlineſi: be adjudged a ſuf- 
ficient qualification for a Church member, without the fruits of the power 
of Godlineſſe T1:1 16. 2 Tim:3.5. Math:3,7,8,9, AA:$.37. 

- 46. Thar in caſe any member offrhe Church be unſatisfied in the 
perſon propoſed for admiſlion , that then the ſaid member endeavour 
privately to be (atlsfied as ſoon as poſſible :- bur in caſe ſatisfaRtion can» 


not be obcained, that then the ſaid Member, js to give the grounds and: 


reaſons of his non ſatisfaion to the Paſtor, or Elder, and to no other per- 


ſon excepting him of whom he defires ſatisfaCtion - or- the Church ſhall 


call him ſo to doe, leaft it ſhoald prove prejudiciall to the ſaid perſon, 
Math: 18. 15,17: 

19. That ordinary and common infirmities incident both-to weak 
and ftrong Saints. are not to be ſuffcient grounds for to ſuſpend any 


perſons admiſſion , or to cenſure- any member that ſhall be admitted: - 
provided, that the ſaid perſons in the genera!l courſe of their lives walk 


as becomes the Goſpell. 1 Cor: 5. 1:11. Gal.6, 1,2. 
13. That fach perſons as through modeſt; , or want of the gift of mtte= 


rance, cannot by word-of mouth declare the dealings of God with them - 


to the ſatisfaQon of the Church, that then the ſaid- perſons have lber 
ty to give (atisfa tion to the Church in writing, or otherwiſe. 

19. That every member doe quietly and patiently, ſabmit to the 
wdzement and d:terminatie:: of the Church, if agreeable to the word of 
God in any caſe, chat ſhall 'be determined by the Church , con-erning 
any particular member thereof, Heb.13.17, Af.15 1Cor.s. 

20, 
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20. Thatif upon due triall of Perſons defiring admiſſion, the Church 
may gather by their words or works, that they have the ſaving work of grace 
wrought in their hearts ( ar leaft probably) though but as a graine of 
Muſtard ſeed : if they have a competent meaſure of know)edge , the 
ſaid perſons ought to be admitted, notwithiftanding they are but weake 
in grace, in compariſon of other men; Rem: 14. 1, Rim: 15, 2. AG: 2+ 
37 toend. 1 Cor: 3. 2,3+ 

21 Thar if the Perſons that deſire adroiſſion ſhall be found unwor- 
thy, they ſhould be deſired to forbeare uncill they ſhall be found wor- 
thy; Math: 3.7,8.9. Ad 9. 26,47. 

22 Thar all ſuch perſons as are admitted members of the Church, 
their Children alſo ought to be accounted and received members of the 
ſame Church, and their M:mberſbip to be confirmed by Baptiſmez A: 2. 28, 
39. 1 Core7.17. Gen.17. 1 to 15. 

23 Thatifany Member of the Church ſhall offend , and perſiſt in the 
praQtiſe of the finne after reproofe firſt by one Member ; ſecondly by 1wo 
or three; that then the ſaid offendor js to be brought bofore the Church, 
and his linne laid open to the Paſtor, by the perſons that have dealt 


with him more privately, and the Paſtor js to acquaint the Church, and: 
the Church is ro labour to convince him , and to bring him to the ſight 


of bis ſinne, and if poſlible to repentance; and it; caſe he will not heare the 
Church, and exprefle his repentance , that then the ſaid Member is to be 
ſuſpended, or coſt out of the Church; and that all the Members preſem 
ſhould give their conſent chereunto; Math: 18 17. Num. 15.30, 31. Num. 
19. 13,20, Ezra 10. 8. 1 Cor.s5. 4,5. 2 Cor. 2:6. but in caſe ſome 
few Members ſhould refuſe to give-cheir conſent, to the ſuſpending or 
excoimmunicating the ſaid offendor, without giving the Church con» 
vinc ng reaſons for their retulall ; the inajor part may fuſpend-or caſt 
him our. 

24. That in caſe any perſon fearing Ged, ſhall defire-to joyne with 
the Church, but through weakneſfſe of judgement , and want of light in 
theſe things cannot be fully ſatisfied in ſome circumfance uſed and prafti- 
ſed in the Church; and yet the (aid perſon be willing to walk in Goſpel 
Fell:wſhip wich them in all other 2hings: he ought to be admitted into 
the Church : provided it may not apparently tend to make a. breach in 
the ſaid Church: Rom,14.1,2,3,4,5:6. Rom.15. 1 Cor.S., 
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(38). | 
More Particular Pratticall Rules 


For walking in Church- fellowſhip. 


wo——zy 


Hat all endeavonr to the utmoſt of their power and abilities 
( eſpecially by their praftice) to ſet up and maintain all the or- 

« dinances of Chriſt, that he hath given to his Ghacch, for his own 
Glory, and his Churches edification and comfort; Z«ch. 14.17, 18. ol. 
24.15. Deaut. 6 7. Eph.6. Ge:. 18 1g. 

1. Publique and Private prayer, which are Gods holy appointments for 
to convey Grace into the hearts of his Saints, Luke 21436, As 1. 24. 
As 4 41. Mark 6,6. 

2, Preaching and hearing the word, publiquely or privately, theſe are 
Gods Ordinances; Prov.8.34. A7.i18 28 A. 20.20 Tſa.55.3. 

3. Singing of Pjolmes and Hymes and Spirituail Songs, Math« 26 30. Ephe 
5- 19. Coll.3 16. Fam.5.13. 

4. Conferences one wich another, is an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, 
2 Theſ. 5. 11. Heb. 10.24,25. Fude 25. | 

5+ That Jeſus Chriſt will have particul:r Churches untill his ſecond 
coming, and therefore cis the duty of all Saints in chcir places and ca 
pacities, to help> to ſet up, and uphold this Ordinance and appointment 
of Jeſus Chriſt, Kom. 16, 4, 16+ 1 Cor. 7+ 17. 1 Cor, 11, 16. Gal. 1.2, 
Rev.1-11, Rev. 2,7. Rev. 22. 16, 

6. Baptiſme, and the Lords Supper, are Gods Ordinances, and they are 
appointed to be /ignes and Seales of the Covenant of Grace, between God 
the Father, Son, and Believers, Math.28. 19. 1 Cor.11.23+ 

7. The Miniſtry is an Ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, and to continue in the 
Church anco the end of the World; and therefore all ſhould endeavour 
to ſet up, and to vindicate Chriſts Miniffers , and their Miniſtry, as much 
as they can; Eph.4.11,12,13. 1 Tim, 5.17. Heb. 13 17. as an ordinance 
'of Chriſt, 

2. Thatall doe endeavour to grow in grace,and to be ſpiricuall Saints, 
ſuch as may worſhip God in #pirit and in Truth, and walk ſpirinually be- 
fore Saints and ſinners, that they may commend Religion unto others 
by their ſpirituality : for God hath promiſed that ſuch as are planted 
in the hoaſe of the Lord, ſhall flouciſh , and goe from ftrength to 
ftcength in Sion, Pſal.92.13. Pſal,84. 7. you ſhould labour to be ſpiri- 
tuall in all plzces, in all companies, and in all buſineſſes, in' your words and 
deportments, Joh. 4,24. 1 Gor 3+ 1, 2.3. Gal.b, 2, 
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; 3: Itis the duty of all,to labour and endeavourto obtain fo much 
wiſdome, and ſpicituall underſtanding as js poſhble, in ſpirituall things; 
that ſothey may bc able ta ſerve God, and worſhip him according an- 
to his will : that chey may not be ſoon ſlaken in mind, and tofled ro 
and fro wich every wind of Doftrine ; but that they may be perfc&ly 
joyned together inthe ſame mind, and in the ſame judgement in the 
truth: Coll.1. 9. Eph.q 12,13. Eph. 3. 18.19. 

4+ That all doe labour atter a great meaſure of Faith, that they may 
be able to truſt God in times of triall z and nor difpend, and be deje- 
Qed at every providence chat thwarts ſenſe and rea/on; but to be able to 
call themſelves on the free grace , mercy , fanhfallneſſe, wijdome, power , and 
Love of God in Cb:iſt : a3d rogive him all the glory of ki* 'diſpenſations: 
the contrary renders R-ligion odious and unpleaſant; 2 Per. 3 18. Eph. 
6.9.t018 Eph.4.15. 

5. Thatall che members of the faid Church, do endeavour faichful- 
Iy, according to their abilicies and opportunities , to performe ſuch dues 
ties as thy owe to each other in their relations; whether as Saints, and 
members of Chriſts body; or a+ Men; and ſo as Par:n's of Children or FHus+ 
bands,&ce. Kom. 13.8- or as Officers that teach or rule, or as private mem- 
bers, that are taught and rul.d. 

1. A Paſtor is to atrend upon Preaching the word in ſeaſon, and out of 
ſeaſon; and to adminiſter the Sacraments: to anſwer objetions.doubrs.- 
and ſcruples; tothe ſtudy of the word; to maintain and defend the 
Truths he Preaches : to wat:h over the fl. ck: to protect them from wrong, 
as much as he can : all wiiich he i: to due as a Pafcr of his own fleckon= 
ly; and he js co manage matters in the Church, that concernes the well 
ordering of it, 1 Cor.12.25. Rom 12.6,7,8 Luk 22+ AA. 20.11. 2 Cor, 
1.4. Mal.2, 9. 1 Tim. 4413414. 2 Tim. 2.15, Tit 1:9. 1 Pa1.5.2, 

2. The duiy of the Members to their Paſtor; firſt toprovide for hjm : for 
his ſubſiſtance, and comfortable being : that he may not brentangled. 
with the affaires of this life; but that be may wholly give up himſclte to 
the work of the Lord, 1 Tim. 4. 15. and diſcharge the truſt commirted 


to him, Gal.--6, 6,7,8. Kew 15.27. 1 Cor: 9. 7 tO15, 


2. Notto receive an accuſation againſt him und:r two or thre with 
nefles, i Tim.5.1,19- : 
3. Topgivc him (hit Love and r<fpe& that is due to him and no more; 
to be caretull not to give him that ho10ur that is due enly ro God; or 
to refuſe to give him that which God commands them freely ro give, 
unto him, 4 Theſ: 5. 12413. 17im:$.17. Heb: 13 17. 
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4. Toattend ow his Miniſtry, as they have opportunity both in 
private and publick, A&:2.42. 

5. Andin afſpeciall manner to pray for him, that God may blefſe him 
in his Fudies : that God may dire& him to Preach ſuch truths as may by 
the bleſſiag of God be moſt advantagious and profitable ro Saints, and 
finners : and that God may give him the door of «tterance , that he may 
ſpeak the Word with boldneffe and clearnefſe : that he may give to e- 
very one hiz portion: that he may be able to divide the word arighe; 
that he may be led into all cruth; that he may be very ſacceſſefull in 
the turning of many linners ro God, 1 Theſ.5.25. Heb. 13. 18. Ad. 12, 
5. 2Cor. 1.41. Phil.t.19. Rom. 15. 3o- Eph.6-18, 19. The duties of 
Members toeach other, and towards all men. 

6. The Members are commanded to Love each other truly and hear- 
tily withoar dillimulation : in deed and in truth, Eph. 5, 2. 1 Theſ.3.12, 
Ioh.13, 34. Rom 12.9, 

7- All che Members ſhould have a watchfull eye over each other, 
that they may keep each other from finne ; and if fallen into any ſinne 
to haften their deliverance. 1 Theſ 5.6. » Cor: 12.25. 

"8. Nat tofpeak evill or to backbite one another, 2 Cor. 12. 20. Fam, 
4+ I5. 
'9, They muſt be carefall not to declare the faults of one another: to 
each other, before they have lovingly and deliberately informed the 
Brother or Sifter that hath offended, of his or her faults, and endeavou- 
red to convince him : and not then;but in caſe of obſtinacy; Math. 18.17. 
2 Cor: 12, 20. 

' Io. They muſt not beare any grudge or envy in their hearts againft 
any Member , whether upon any evill reports of them, or upon any 
wrong received from them, 1 Pet. 2.1- Levit:19.18, Jam. 5.9. 

-ti They muſt hozour each other , as God hath commanded them, 

and that in ſyncerity andiin crath, Rom:12.10, 

12 That they provoke and exhort one another, to the diligent pra- 
Aiſe of cheir daty coward God and all men, Heb: 10.24,25, Heb:3.13. 

t3 Thatthey informe, reprove, and admoniſh one another when 
there is occaſion, Rom:15.14, Col:3 16. Eph:5.11. 

14 To fapply the wants of one enother : if any Member ſhall land in 
need of (abliſtanae: accordiag unto every Members abilities , they 
ought to communicate unto him, Rom:1 2:13- 1Tym: 6,18. 1 Pet: 4.0. 

15 That none ſuffer ſin tolye on his Brother , and connive and 
wink at jc: but immediately if poſible to difcover ic unto him , Levit. 
I'9, 17, Math. 13, I 5,1 6, Gal.6, 1,2,334+ 6 

g” I 


(41) 

16. That every Member is commanded by God to Pray for each other: 
and that frequently, heartily, and fervently, eſpecially for ſuch as lye under 
any affliction, or temptation either in Foxle or Body , Fam.5.16. AQ. 
12.5. 


17. They ought to comfort each other , with the comforts wherewith 
they have been comforted of God; to comfort each other with their 
Fathers promiſes to them; with the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, the great 
honour that God hath put upon his people z and the hopes of their fu- 
ture happineſſe &c- 1 Theſ+ 4.18. 2 Theſ. 5.14. 


18, It is their duty to reach, and to Inſtrat? one another; the eye may help 
the hand, and the hand the eye; the foot may and ought to be helpfull co 
the head, 1 Cor: 12.15. 1 Theſ,5.11, 2 Col. 16. 


19. Torejoyee with ſuch as do rejoyce; and weep with ſuch as weep z to 
have a fellow feeling of each others mercies and tronbles; to have a ſym- 
pathizing heart, hand, and eyc, towards each other, as fellow members of 
the ſame body, Rom:12.15, 


20. That all ſuch Members as have Families, ought to ſet up the 
worſhip of God in them, and not only the forme of Divine wo-ſpip , but the 
pcwer , and fpiritualliry of it: to inftruft thoſe that are under their 
charge, Gen: 18.19. Dent: 6.7- Jobn 24.15, Jer: 10. 25. Epb:5. 4. Iobi 4. 


23, 24. 


21.-That they ought conſtantly to attend on all the Ordinances of God, 
at all times; except ſome extraordinary occaſions hinder, both publick- 
ly and privately; Prov.$ 34- Mal. 3- 16. Heb:10 24,25. Rom 14-19. 


22. That all ought to endeavour to walk inoffenſively , giving no of- 
fence ro Jew nor Gentile, nor to the Church of Gad; labouring to wa lke 
wiſcly cowards them thar are withour, as that ycu may through the 
grace of God, thereby polſefſe them with good thoughts of Teſas Chriſt, 
of his wayes and People: and alſo that every member endeavcur to pre- 
ſerve the Peace and priviledges of the Church: and of «every member 
thereof, Efh,q4 1to6, 1 b:3e11toend, Col: 3-12,15, Philiz, 6. 


Gal: 6.1. 


23- That all ought quietly, and pany; to ſubmit to the as " 
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that God hath by his providence ſet ever then, and obey all their lawful! 
commands willingly : the contrary.is hatefull in the fight of God, what e- 
ver men may pretend for railing againſt, or oppoling of them, a Per. 2. 
20,11, 12. Jule8, 9,16. AJ:23-5. Rom:13.1,2,3, 445 


24. That all ought to avoid the company of erronrew perſons, as 
much as 'hey can; eſpecially ſuch perſons as hold any dangerous Tenents, 
and make it their bulinefſe to vent them unto others, Kom.16. 17. 1 
Tim. 6. » 


25. That they walk humbly, and ſeriouſly before their fellow Members; 
and before all men, as much as in them lyech, Jam, 4.6, 1 Pet. 5.5; Ag. 


20-19, Fpb.4.29,30. Eph. 5.4- 


26, That all endeavour to preſerve the purity of th? Church; and nor 
by any means co endeavour either privately or publiquely, che admiſi- 
on of any unworthy perſon; although their neareſt relation , 1 Tym. 5. 
26. 1 Cor.3.16,17. 1 Cor. 6. 15 - 19, 2 Cor. 6. 14, 15,16, 17, 


27; That if any Member of the ſaid Charch, ſhall herre or know of 
any Scand:[, or il} report of a perſon deliring admiſsion into the Church; 
that then che ſaid Member, enquire into the cruth of ir; and in caſe the 
ſaid perſon be found guilcy ; che ſaid Member ſhould informe the Paſtor 
of it; and the perſon (hould be-ſuſpended untill he hath repenced , and 
declared his repentance to che Church, 1 Cor. 5. 3 Cor: 2: 


28 That in caſe any member of the ſaid Charch, ſhall:be caſt out of 
the Church for Scendall; and the ſaid perſon ſhall repent afterward: 
and manifeſt ſo much to the ſatisfation of the Church: and tha!l de- 
fire to be admitted againe into the Church; he ought to be received 
againe into Commuaion, with all love and cendernelſc, 2 Cor. x. 6, 7, 


8,9. 1 Cor.s. 


29. That all ſach as fin openly, ſhould be openly; (ped:ly, and f(cvere+ 
ly reproved, and procecded againſt according uno the wo. d of Chiilt, 
x Tym:3. 20,25, 1-Cor:5, Math:18.15,16. 


30. That as the Church increaſes, need requires, and perſons are 
found fic: other Officers bz choſen by the. Paſtor, and all the m:mte: s of the 
” Church 
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Charch then preſent when any Officer is to be choſen; A2. 6.2, 3, 4.7 
Cor, 12. 28, 


31. That all the members ought to be diligent in ſome honeſt call- 
ing ; that ſo they may be uſefull in their generations : and not charge» 
able to others + and that they may ſtoppe the mouths of their Adverſa- 
ries; incaſe theſaid members ſhall be able Eph, 4. 28. 1 Tim. 5. 10. 


2 Theſſ. 3+ 6.10. 16, 


32. That all ina ſpeciall manner do diſcharge the duties that they 
owe unto their Relations ; which God hath commanded to be carefully 
performed by all both ſuperioars, and inferiours, as busba ds to their wives, 

ph. 5. 25. Yroes to their Huybands, Eph. 5. 33. Parents to Children Eph. 6. 
4+ Children to Parents, Eph. 6. 1, 2. Magiſtrates to the People , Rom. 13. 4. 
People to their Mayifirates, Rom. 13. 4. Maſters to their Servants, Col. 4. 1. 
Servants totheir Mafters, Eph. 6. 5+ 


33. Thatall ſhould really, and beatily intend, what they ſhall at any 
time profeſſe co each other, or any that are without, whither Saints or 
Sinners : as expreſſions of their Love tothem ; by their words ro. take 
heed tha their hears, and tongues go together, withour all difimulation, or 
the worlds eomplements Rom,12. 9. Coll. 3. 23. 1 Pet. 1,23. Eph: 6. 5, Rom. g 


2.2 Cnn.5.12, 


34, That all the members be carefull to avoyd as much as they can 
the C ompany of wicked men eſpeeially in any thing that is not of good re- 
port, or may be an offence unto any godly perſon 2 Chron, 18, 1, 3, 


1 Cor: 5+ 17, Pjal. 110. 7, 


35+ Thatall endeavour to hold forth the power and life of Godline 
before others to manifeſt the Spirituallicy of their profeſſion; ro take 
heed and beware of a formall, dead, ſapleſſe profeſſion ; which may pre-. 
dice the mindes of men againſt the waies of God , Phill. chaps 1.v. 27+ 


I Pet. 3” I» 


26, That no member withdaw Communion from the ſaid Chnrch, . 
untill the ſaid member hath given convincing reaſons for-his, or her: 
withdrawing ; why he cannot hold communion with the ſaid Church, Heb, 


10. 24, 35. Heb, 3,13 | 
F 2 37. 
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37 That if at any time any member or members of other true 
Churches chat walke in Goſpell order ſhall be recommended to the 
ſaid charch by che Paftor or other Officers of the ſaid Churches, and the 
ſaid perſons ſo recommended ſhall delire ro pertake of all Gods Ordi- 
nannces wich the Charch that then the ſaid Church ought ro admit 
them into Goathunion provided they be not ſcandalous or ignorant, Rom: 


I6. I+ 


33 That if any member ſhall defire a diſmiſſion from the (aid 
Church : to joyn with another Church of Chriſt walking in Goſpell order : and 
ic (hall upon cryall appeare co be for che advantage of his ſoule: or 
the conveniency of its habitation, as being nearer that Church thac 
he is to be a member of : thac then che ſaid perſon ought to have a free 


diſmiſſion, 


39 Thatevery member endeavour to avoid bicterneſſe of Spirit, 
or bitter railing words , towards ſuch perſons as doe not walke in 
the ſame way, and order with them waiting for , and endeavou- 
ring by all good means, Loving and wining deportments, and arguments, 
to convince them of their ecrours ; provided they be holy. ſerious per- 
ſons in appzarance at leaſt, Eph: chap: 4. v- 31- 2 Tim. 2, 25+ Phill. 


3. 15. 


Jo That every member in his place and capacity doe en- 
deavour to promote the incereſt of Chriſt in the world : by pray- 
ing or by any other lawtfull mednes Math: 6. 10, 


47 That all ſhould be very ſparing in judging ſuch perſons as doe 
differ from them (or the way wherein the ſaid Church walkes } to be 
no true Saints knowing that they ſtand or fall cotheir own maſter and 
that chey muſt give an account of chemm(elves ro God: provided they 
are otherwiſe ſober, Spirituall and bumble men Rom: 14. 10, Math: 


7. 1. 


4: Thatevery particular member ſhould ſeck the weal and happineſſe 
of his felow member as his own: all ſhould look at one anothers wealth : 
Phil. 2,4, 5, 6+ 1 Pet. 4. 10,11. 1 Cor. 10. 24. 


43- Thatevery member ſhould patiently ſabmic unto: and receive 
with chanktulineſle all Reproofs, Inſtrudions, Councell, Admonition, or exhor- 
lations 
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ations from any member of theſaid Church : Heb. 13. 17. Coll. 3. 16. 
Tit. 3. 10. | 


? 44. That all endeavour to improve all their privil:dges for the Glory of 
God: and to peforme every duty ro God with the more Shength, wiſedome 


and comfort : and alſo for the Comfort and edification of cach other : 


Eph. rt, 12. 1 Cor. 10. 31, 1 Cor-14'31, 


45. Thar all Children that ſhall be baptized in the Chucrh are to be 
acccounted members of the ſame Church; nntill they ſhall juſtly de- 
prive themſelves by ſcandall or otherwiſe ; for of ſuch is the Kingdome 
of God Mark. 10.14 15,16, 


46. That fo long as the ſaid Children ſhall continue members of the ſaid 
Church, the Church ought co take care of them as fellow members; to pray 
for them and to further by all good meanes their eternall Salvation in 
an eſpeciall manner Gyl. 6. 10. 


47. That Rich, and Poore walke together as fellow members of Chriſt ; 
as brethren and ſifers, withour patiality, and having reſpet to ſome per- 
ſons becauſe they arerichz or diſreſpefting others becauſe they are 


poor, 7am. 2, 1, 6, 


43. That all ſhould greatly humble themſelves and mourn before 
the jLord for their upholding [of corruption and complying- with 
the abominable pratices of men for the worſhip of Gud ; and ſo have 
thereby prophaned the Lords boly Ordinances, and expoſed them to con- 
rempt ; and cauſed many to deſert and caft them off as vaine thingy, 
becauſe they ſaw no diſtinion made between the precious and the vile; 
but doygs and children eate together as fellww beires of Heaven ; and God be- 
ing thereby greatly diſhonoured was pleaſed to withdraw his preſence 
from them ; in ſo much that many gracious hearts have ſaid that they 
never meet with any ſoule comforting or foule quickning preſence of 
God in receiving the Lords ſupper with a mixt multitude ; but as ſoone ag 
they came out from among them their herats were filled wich 
his preſence. Ezecbjel 22.. 26. Exzechiel 44. 5, 10, ferem. 15. 19. 
2 Cor. 6. 17. | 


49. That all endeavour to performe all their lawfull promiſes that 
zhey 
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they ſhall at any time make to Believzrs or wnbelievers ; and fo to do ta, 
and deale wich others, as they would have othecs do to them , or deale 
with them: P[al-15.,4. Math.7 12, 


50* That all labour and endeavour to prevent ſin in themſelves, and 
in others: to keep each other from the commitment of fin : co endeavour 
the deftcuRion of each others Luſts: and to ſtudy wherein they may. be 
fartherers of one anothers joy: and when they have found out their 
duty: accordingly to praftiſe it, Heb, 3. 12, 13+ Heb. 10, 24, 35, 26, 
Phil. 4+ 3+ 


FINIS. 


R Eader | entreat thee to mend theſe few Erratas, Pg-4- lin:24-read' 
fince, 1-26. r. for. 1.37.7. breaking, p« 7. 1-25 I. the, 1.39, r. thy, pag. 
9. 1. r. inſenſibly, p. 18. 1. 16. r. with bearts that , p.23. 1.19. r. he 

give, p. 24-1. r. for it they, p-27.1-2: leave out to, |. 19. r. you, P-32+ 1.20. 
this, 1.24: r. thes 
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